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Iraq : Land battle will be historic 

Baghdad under Cheney, Powell Crown Prince assails U.N. inaction 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal together again, or is there room 661 on Iraq — which ultimately illegitimate. It 

a * J I -| . A -.--I M? Highness Crown Prince Hassan for the U.N. to monitor the deci- has become a resolution of sane- with the milit 

I" Ml QC I LAV lTlSl L m T il Ml Tuesday criticised the United Na- sion that it has taken itself,** he tions on Jordan,** he said. “This decision and i 
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Combined agency ihyaM i w 

IRAQ SAID TUESDAY it was 
cutting off the sale of fuel to its 
citizens as officials reported the 
continuing bombardment of 
Baghdad, and an Iraqi paper said 
land battles in the Gulf war would 
be remembered for centuries. 

The Iraqi Oil Ministry, in 
ann o un ci n g the suspension of fuel 
supplies on Baghdad Radio, said: 
“For organisational purposes, it 
will suspend the provision of fuel 
to citizens as of Feb., 4 until 
further notice.” 

Oil for heat, gasoline, cooking 
gas and other fuels have been 
critically scarce since the war 
began. Private cars had been 
limited to IS litres of fuel every 
two weeks. 

Baghdad residents already are 
living without electricity and with 


only periodic water. Horsedrawn 
carts have become a prized means 
of transport, ferrying goods and 
shoppers to market 

The bombing Monday night 
and early Tuesday forced resi- 
dents from their beds into public 
and private shelters and sent col- 
umns of fire and wnnW- mto the 
nr. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
said in a letter to Baghdad news- 
papers feat 108 dvffians had been 
kfflod and 219 others wounded in 
air attacks on residential areas 
between Jan. 26 and Feb. 3. 

With the figures, tfu» official 
total of ™ii«n ana- Ae 

war started Jan. 17 rose to 428 dead 
and 650 wounded. Previous casualty 
figmes ap p ea red in a letter Jan. 27 to 
U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez 
de CtaeOar. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency despatches 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush said Tuesday that 
he was siding Defence Secret- 
ary Dick Cheney and Chairman 
of die Joint Oriels of Staff Colin 
Powell to Saudi Arabia this week 
to get a “status report” on the 
war. 

Mr. Bush said the top U.S. 
military officials would meet with 
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, bead 
of the U.S. forces in the Gulf 
reigon. 

Mr. Bush told re p or t er s at a 
White House news conference 
that he was sending Mr. Cheney 
and Gen. Powell “to get a first- 
hand status report” of the war, 
now three weeks old. 

Asked whether the visit means 
that a ground war is imminent, 
Mr. Bush replied: “No, it doesn’t 


si gnal that.** 

Mr. Bush said that be will not 
be goaded into committing U.S. 
forces as Iraq has tried to pro- 
voke with a recent Iraqi incursion 
into Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq' “wfll not set the timing. 
We will do that,” Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Bush, addressing specula- 
tion that the United States would 
like to see President Saddam 
Hussein’s removal from power, 
said “there would be no sorrow if 
he was not there.’* 

Mr. Bush, asked of the possi- 
bility of a ceasefire in the Gulf 
war, said only a massive with- 
drawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait would stop tire fighting. 

“Now we’re in a war with this 
man and he will comply with 
these resolutions folly, without 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rafsanjani optimistic over his I Jordan to 
reported 7 point peace plan bu y oil 

tanker 


Combined agency despatches 

IRANIAN PRESIDENT Hufaemi 
Ra&anjani mid Tuesday he hoped for 
nn mmnmpng rrptj tn n mrniTigr hr 
sent to Saddam Hasaom, which would 
help cad the Gulf War, Tehran Radio 
reported. . . 

Mr. Ra&aojnii made the comment 
in a telephone oanvaralxw with Tpr- 
k*sh President Turpit Qzal, the -radio 
mid. 

The broadcast quoted Mr. Rafsan- 
jaoi as saying: “I hope to receive an 
encouraging reply towards liberating 
Kuwait, and hah farther de st ruction 
of the Tslami ic WoritTi resources." 

Mr. Raban j ani sent the message 
Sunday with Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Saadotm HtmadL 

Mr. Rabanjani told a news confer- 
ence in Tehran Monday he was ready 
to meet President Saddam and talk 
to Washington to help end tire war. 

The London-based Kuwait Interna- 
tional, a dafly paper, said the aevm- 
point initiative called on Iraq to re- 
spond to a call by Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah AH Khamenei, “in 
his capacity as the l eade r of the 
Muslim nation," to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 


Upon the Iraqi president's accept- 
ance to withdraw from Kuwait, 
Ayauriah Khamenei or Mr. Rafsan- 
jani will visit Baghdad, together with 

iHwfag hlimif glli t inil figures flOU l 

Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Alger- 
ia, Jordan. Sudan and Yemen, who 
wffl h uwp fc from Baghdad an 
to the other party in the conflict. 

“Iran wiD do its utmost to convince 
tbe ’US and- the- Western forces to 
w ithdra w tbefr fora from tire region 
at the suae rime Iraqis start with- 
drawing their forces from Kuwait," 
according to the paper. Once tins is 
completed, Mamie forces wifi be de- 
ployed in Kuwait, and a committee 
comprising rep r esentatives from the 
Golf countries concerned and other 
Mamie nations win be composed to 
dranwi the Zraqt-Knwait dispute. 

An Trfamir fond wxQ be set up to 
provide fends for die reconstr uc tion 
of the war-destiucted regions. A noo- 
a gg rea rion pact among the Gulf conn- 
tiies, indoefing Iraq and Kuwait and 
probably Turkey and Pakistan wfll be 
coodnded. 

An eco nomic , poStial and security 
cooperation agreement among the 
countries of the region win also be 
couJudrri 


A Soviet envoy to the Gulf region 
would welcome talks with the Iraqi 
Jeaderrinp but there are no major 

m |ippiiw | § 

Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Ihesday. 

Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alexander Belonogov flew to Tehran 
Ttaesday for talks with Iranian leaden 
rti«t Moscow hopes wifi help forge a 
se ttl e m e nt in the Gulf war. 

“I am not saymg that Mr. Bdooogov 
is bringing any major initiative with 
hnn,” spokesman Vitaly Churkin brid 
reporters after a news briefing. 

Asked if Mr. Belonogov would 
hold talks with Iraqi officials, Mr. 
Churkin said: “If these is interest on 
die part of the Iraqis and there is an 
opportunity for that, I am sure he 
would like to use that o p po rtuni ty. It 
cannot be raled out." 

France welcomed Iran’s offer to 
mediate in the Gulf war as very 
positive, bat said it needed to know 
more about the pfan- 

"These ideas appear very positive 
to us b e c ause , they are baaed oo a 
fundamental element winch is an Ira- 
qi withdrawal from Kuwait,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Darnel Bernard 
told Reporters. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Cabaret Tuesday decided to 
bny an oil tanker with a 
100,000- tonne capacity, an offi- 
cial said. 

The official said the Council 
of Ministers at its regular meet- 
ing endorsed spending $7.5 
mfllron to boy toe tanker, ex- 
pected at Aqaba by the end of 
the month. 

Jordan, has adopted fuel- 
saving measures and consi- 
dered alternative suppliers to 
replenish stocks depleted by 
the decline in Iraqi supply. 

Seven tanker driven have 
been killed and 31 tankers des- 
troyed in air raids on the main 
Baghdad- Amman Highway in 
allied raids. 

A Jordanian team is holding 
talks in Damascus to buy Sy- 
rian oil at market rates — 
about $4 a barrel more than the 
notional $16.40 dollars for Ira- 
qi oil. 


Israelis bomb S. Lebanon, kill 8, wound 28 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes blasted Palesti- 
nian camps and an office of tire 
pro-Iraqi Baath Party in seven 
villages southeast of Sidon Tues- 
day. Police said at least eight 
people were killed and 28 wound- 
ed. 

Police said six jets dropped 30 
bombs and rockets in the 20- 
minute raid, which started at 
1030 aan. (0830 GMT) and was 
aimed at positions manned by 
guerrillas of the imunlme Fateh 
faction of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

The planes also rocketed a 
single storey bouse used by the 
Arab Baath Sodafist Party in the 
villa ge of Bahxmr, east of Sidon, 
police said. 

The Baath Party office in 
Baisoar was levelled, police said. 


“But no casualties were re- 
prated in it because it was evacu- 
ated two days ago,” said a 
spokesman. 

The Israeli army said all tire 
jets returned safely. 

Police said the fatalities in- 
cluded seven Fateh guerrillas and 
a civilian. The wounded included 
six civilians. 

The raid was the second by 
Israel this year. It came one day 
after a PLO spokesman in Sidon 
said PLO Chairman and the 
Fateh leader Yasser Arafat had 
ordered guerrillas to stop rocket 
attacks against Israeli targets. 

Police said the raid targetted 
Fateh positions in the villages of 
Safes, Houmhre, Arab Saleem, 
Qrayeh, Jinsnaya and Mharbiyeh 
in' die hill* of IqKm A1 Toufah. 

Panic-stricken villagers, some 


in their underwear, fled to safer 
areas fearing more' raids. 

“Thank God the children were 
not at home. Otherwise they all 
would have died,” said 40-year- 
old Mariam Badr, trying to save 
what was left of her home. 

The air raid damaged scores of 
bouses and cars and set farmland 
ablaze in Iqlim A1 Toufah. Wit- 
nesses said explosions rocked 
Sidon and columns of black 
smoke fallowed over tire area. 

The air strike was carrie d out 
tire day before Lebanese troops 
and tanks were expected to start 
taking up positions in the south as 
part of tire go v e rnm ent’s drive to 
extend its control over the coun- 
try. 

Security sources said the army 
would be unable to deploy in the 
south because the Israeli raid 


badly damaged main roads. 

Witnesses said the Israeli 
planes shot up tire main road 
linking Sidon, 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut, and Iqlim A1 
Toufah. 

Senior PLO official Anwar 
Math, whose home was destroyed 
by the raid, said: “The attack 
indicated that Israel will not allow 
the Lebanese army to spread in 
the south.” 

“The size of the raid i nd i c ates 
that there is an Israeli intention to 
destroy the Palestinian military 
infrastructure that was rebuilt af- 
ter the 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non," a senior Palestinian official 
said. 

“We were expecting retaliatory 
raids to tire rocket attacks but this 
is different. This is a full-scale air 
campaign,” be said. 


Life getting tougher in Kuwait 


By John Rice of the Associated Press 
and Jane Araf of R e nt e r 


. - ; -T : RUWEISHED — Gulf war re- 

fagees arriving here from Kuwait 
’/.j ?>-•** on Tuesday reported allied 
? y, bombing raids on oil installations 
1 r&'j in the em i r a te turned rain black, 
threw up clouds of soot and 
0 * _ hhhwI r e finer y that raged 

‘ ' for days. 

■ They also said telephone, wa- 
ter and electricity stiQ function in 
; ~ K Kuwait. 

■ i ' But they said life is b e c omin g 
t difficult as food stocks shrink and 
^4rS*. . allied bombs fall closer. 

^ “It is getting worse every day,” 

said Amer AHa, a 25-year-old 
Jordanian student. 

K He said bombing was conceo- 
bated away from Kuwait City 
when the alfied attack began on 
Jan. 17. 

* 'Tn the last few days they are 

bombin g avifian areas in Ahma- 
_• di," a major ofl centre, he safeL 


Otirer refugees, however, said 
life was almost normal even 
though most businesses and gov- 
ernment offices are closed. 

“There is no work” said a 
Jordanian contractor who identi- 
fied hmwJf only as Taleb. 

He said food was available but 
very expensive. A kflogramme of 
meat was sefling for 20 Iraqi 
dinars (S66 dollars), and an 8-10 
kilo boat of tomatoes for 50 dinars 
($165). 

People from Kuwait are brav- 
ing the allied bomb attacks to 
visit the Iraqi city of Basra, 160 
kflometres (100 miles) to the 
north. There, they canbuyvegetr 
ables to bring bade to Kuwait for 
sale on the street. 

Basra, the main supply depot 

for the Iraqi troops in Kuwait, 
has been one of the most heavily 
bombed targets of the allied air 


“We couldn’t even breath,” 
mid Mohammad, an oil com- 
pany worker reporting the 
a ttacks on refineries. “We could 
see tire fire and there were douds 
of smoke. It rained the same day 
and the rain was black with oil,” 
he said, pointing to Iris darkened 
jacket. 

U-S- militar y spokesmen say 
the anti-Iraq coalition has 
bombed oil installations in 
Kuwait to deprive Baghdad’s 
forces of feel for its war m achin e. 

M ohammad was describing a 
raid on Jan. 28 on oil installations 
at Ahmadi, about 20 kilometres 
south of Kuwait City. “I thought 
I was going to die that night” he 

said. 

“The Americans are destroying 
the oil” said Mohammad. 56, a 
stock checker with tin Kuwait 
Petroleum Company. 

“They bombed the ofl refiner- 
ies, they bombed pipeline s , they 


are poisoning the atmosphere — 
no one can five there anymore.” 

U.S. spokesmen say they 
bombed oil pumps in Kuwait on 
Jan. 26 to stop the flow of ofl into 
the Gulf that Washington accuses 
Iraq of starting to foil naval 
attack. 

Mohammad said that after the 
Jan. 28 raid be decided to leave 
and return to Jordan. 

“There was smoke in the air for 

days,” said KhaKl Silawi, a Jorda- 
nian teacher who had been in 
Kuwait for 25 years. 

He said all cars around Ahmadi 
were covered with a film of ofl 
after rain. Another traveller said 
black water briefly flowed out of 

taps after the attack. 

Refugees said they (fid not be- 
lieve U.S. accusations that Bagh- 
dad was deliberately pumping ofl 
into the sea from Ahmadi. 

“It was horrible from the 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday criticised the United Na- 
tions for not doing anything to 
end the Gulf war. 

“Where is the U.N.? Have we 
heard anything from the U.N. on 
any issue relating to our part of 
the world since the fighting 
started? Again, I think thk is a 
question being asked not only 
in Jordan but in the length and 
breadth of the Third World, poss- 
ibly the first world as well. Do we 
continue with the cyde of vio- 
lence to a bitter end and then see 
U.N. coming by humpty d empty, 
trying to put the pieces bad: 


together again, or is there room 
for the U.N. to monitor the deci- 
sion that it has taken itself," he 
said in an interview with CBS 
television. 

The Crown Prince also rejected 
U.S. assertions that the U.N. 
sanctions committee had not ex- 
empted Jordan’s ofl imports from 
Iraq from the embargo on Iraq. 

“What we had on the 18th of 
September was a letter 'from the 
president of the United Nations 
Security Council calling upon the 
secretary general to look into 
alternative sources of petroleum 
and to study the effects of the 
implementation of Resolution 


661 on Iraq — which ultimately 
has become a resolution of sanc- 
tions on Jordan,” he said. “This 
was followed by a visit by the 
special representative of the U.N. 
secretary general, who presented 
a full report which we studied on 
die 17th of November with the 
secretary general in Paris and 
again there was no substitute for 
ofl imports from Iraq and he 
expected that this will mean this 
year half a billion dollars loss for 
Jordan, and Iraqi ofl imports 
- represent only two thirds of our 
requirements. This is absolutely a 
shock to ns that military commen- 
tators should be saying this is 


illegitimate. It is nothing to do 
with the military; it is a U.N. 
decision and it simply has not 
been compensated.” 

Asked what his reaction was to 
a State Department statement 
criticising Jordan’s oil trade with 
Iraq, Prince Hassan said the sanc- 
tions were U.N. and not U.S. 
sanctions. 

“If we are talking about the 
family of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, then let ns talk about 
international legitimacy and not 
about the whimsical statement of 


(Continued on page 5) 


Badran: Big powers blocked peace, 
waging war to destroy Iraqi military 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The world’s 
major powers blocked all doors 
for all diplomatic effort towards 
resolving the Gulf crisis and plan- 
ned and are waging the war in the 
Gulf to destroy Iraq's militar y 
power. Prime Minister Mndar 
Badran «iri Tuesday. 

“Had the Iraqis withdrawn 
their forces from Kuwait, the 
allied forces would have pursued 
them into Iraqi territory because 
the objective of this war is the 
destruction of Iraq’s military 
might,” said the p rim a ministe r in 
an address to heads of municipal 
and village councils. 

“The Iraqi people and aimed 
forces are steadfast behind their 
-leadership, and determined to 
achieve victory in word and deed 


and not by wishful thinking,” Mr. 
Badran told the meeting, held at 
A1 Hussein Youth City. 

“I saw the Iraqi people with die 
bombs falling on than in huge 
numbers, but they were reacting 
with high s p irits that surprised 
everyone,” said the prime minis- 
ter. “Indeed the Iraqi people 
(TjnrefnrnfieH thk aggression into 
festivities of victory and no one 
showed any fear nor was any 
rumour designed to discourage 
than.” 

“The Iraqi people are deter- 
mined and patient, and they are 
bound to achieve victory,” he 
said. 

“It is because Iraq is 
spearheading efforts for the Arab 
Natron’s p ro gre ss in the cultural, 


economic, military and scientific 
fields that it is targetted by the 
enemy,” tiro prime minister said. 

The prime minktM outlined 
Jordan’s endeavours to contain 
the crisis through an Arab solu- 
tion. He said Iraq had responded 
favourably to these efforts at the 
start of the crisis but obstacles 
were laid in the path of peace and 
paved the ground for foreign 
intervention. 

“We then felt that the Arab 
World was subjected to a con- 
spiracy,” the prime minister 
added. 

• “I accompanied IBs Majesty 
King Hussein during his Baghdad 
visit on Aug. 3, one day following 
the Iraqi troops’ incursion into 
Kuwait, and flu; King’s trip came 


in response to a request by the 
Arab leaders including Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia,” Mr. 
Badran said. 

“We went to Baghdad wife a 
dual purpose: To achieve an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait and to 
discuss a solution for the prob- 
lem,” he said. “The Iraqi Revolu- 
tionary Command Council de- 
cided on Aug. 5 to withdraw from 
Kuwait and Iraq informed ns of 
tins decision. A few days later 
foreign troops began deploying 
on tiie Arabian Peninsula and 
only then did we realise the con- 
spiracy that had been hatched 
against the Arabs.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan seeks clarifications from U.S., 
moves to protect tankers from attacks 


By P.V. Vfvehanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is not aware 
of any instance where Iraq ming- 
led military equipment with 
Jordanian avifian convoys, but 
the Kingdom has taken every 
precaution to ensure that no 
Jordanian national or vehicle 
could be involed or implicated in 
such charges made by the United 
States, a senior Jordanian official 
said Tuesday. 

Jordan has also sought clar- 
ifications from the U.S. State 
Department about remarks made 
Monday which implied that allied 
air attacks on Jordanian tankers 
inside Iraqi terriroty were on- 
avoidable since Iraq was resorting 

tO liflZl^OItxn^ ffliiilni y 

meat mixed with civilian convoys, 
the official told the Jordan Times. 

The foreign minister, Taber A1 
Masri, has met with die Amer- 
ican ambassador, Roger Harri- 
son, and sought clarifications 
over die statement, said the offi- 
cial, who was speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Israel begins lifting curfew 


SAUDI ARABIA (R) — Iraqi 
ground forces attacked two Sy- 
rian military positrons Tuesday 
night, drawing Syrian troops into 
their first firefigbt of the Gulf 
war, allied military sources said. 

Details were sketchy but a 
Saudi mflitaiy spokesman. Col- 
onel Ahmad Al Robayan, said be 
thought it was the first time Sy- 
rian troops had seen combat since 
the war e rup ted on Jan. 17. 

U.S. marines said 'a Syrian 
position in northeastern SmmB 
Arabia was o v er run by the Iraqis 
and another came under artillery 
fire but held its ground, U.S. 
marines said. 

Syrians, Hke other Arab forces, 
hold desert positions in die gener- 
al region of the Saudi centre of 
Hater Al Batin. 

Although Syria committed 
troops to the multinational 
■nimw- formed after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, it 
said it would not participate is 
efirect attacks against Iraq. 


OCCUPIED- JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
Tuesday began easing the most 
rigid curfew ever imposed on die 
occupied territories but barred 
Palestinian workers from enter- 
ing the Jewish state. 

“The defence min i s ter’s policy 
is to lift the curfew stage by stage 
in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip,” said a spokesman. 

“It wfll be much easier fbr us to 
continue re-opening and allow 
them to enter Israel if we stop 
seeing the phenomenon... of 
dbeering (Iraqi President) Sad- 
dam Hussein,” he told Reuters. 

Palestinians in die occupied 
territories have cheered when 
Iraqi Scud missiles have been 
fired at IsraeL 

“The decision is to lift die 
curfew where the local comman- 
der sees it is possible without an 
outbreak of violence. Meantime, 
people are not being allowed to 
come work in Israel.” he said. 

The army said the curfew had 
been lifted in the West Bank 
towns of Bethlehem, Jericho, 
Qolqiya, and at least daring the 
day in Ramaflah and Hebron. In 

the Gaza Strip, it was fitted in 
Beit Hanoun, Beit Lahiya, Bam 


Suheila and several other rural 
areas. 

Earlier Tuesday, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
called for world and U.N. action 
to halt Israel’s crackdown on 
Palestinians since the war began. 

Palestinians said the c urf ew 
was the most oppressive since the 
revolt started in the occupied 
territories in December 1987. 

The anny said anyone stepping 
outside his home risked his life. 
Soldiers moved forcefully to 
break up protest when curfews 
were lifted for shopping. 

In other developments: 

— An anonymous caller 
claimed responsibility Tuesday 
fra an arson attack on a British 
Airways office in Arab Jerusalem 
on behalf of a group in the 
occupied territories. 

The airline office in Arab Jeru- 
salem was badly damaged by fire 
fate Monday. 

An anonymous male caller to a 
Western news agency said in 
broken] Hebrew: “This is the 
Black Panthers. We are responsi- 
ble for burning the British Air- 
ways office.” 

— Israeli police said Tuesday 
they had arrested 10 IsraefiArabs 


suspected of spying for Iraq. 

The 10, arrested over the past 
two weeks, allegedly photo- 
graphed strategic security in- 
stallations and had instructions to 
send Israeli military documents to 
a PLO handler abroad on behalf 
of Iraq. 

Police last week arrested Sari 
Nosseibeh, » leading Palestinian 
nationalist, for allegedly passing 
information harmful to state 
security to Iraqi intelligence via 
the PLO. 

Fellow Palestinian activists de- 
scribed the spy allegations as a 
pretext, saying his arrest was 
really aimed at quelling the three- 
year-old uprising. 

— Palestinians in the occupied 
territories will receive gas masks 
from the European Community 
(EC), tiie French foreign ministry 
announced. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Daniel Bernard said that the 12- 
nation community’s foreign 
ministers made the decision Mon- 
day in Brussels as part of several 
emergency measures .taken on the 
Gulf war. 


(Continued on page 5) 







Saudis may have to ration 
water because of oil spill 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 

JUB AIL, Saudi Arabia — This 
desert kingdom will have to ra- 
tion drinking water if a syrupy sea 
of oil spoils the single blue lagoon 
that feeds the world's largest de- 
salination plant, an engineer said 
Monday. 

Saudi Arabia gets two-thirds of 
its water from its desalination 
plants, half of it from the one at 
this coastal city on the Golf. 

If the world's largest oQ slick 
manages to taint the Jubail plant, 
it would have to be shut down 
and a water shortage would 
quickly follow, said Mohammad 
Sulaiman, the engineer in charge 
of defending die plant. 

“We would not have normal 
production,” he said. “We would 
have to radon water.’* 

“Perhaps a horror movie 
should be made of this thing, a 
big, black, floating thing.” said 
Abdallah Ben Faisal AJ Saud, 
prince of Jubail and a member of 
the Saudi r uling famil y. 

Workers are deploying an 
array of booms, skimm ers, de- 
flectors and filters at the month of 
the placid Golf lagoon to try to 
prevent the oil spill from hitting 
Jubail’s desalination plant. 

The slick — which the allies 
claim was created by Iraq — had 
been lying idle about 128 
kilometres north of this coastal 
city, but heavy winds were ex- 
ported to speed its progress 
south. The spill is now expected 
to reach Jubail this week. 

Prince Saud said the Golf 
should be declared “an interna- 
tional disaster area" and 
appealed for worldwide aid to' 
help contain the spill, estimated 
at 460 million gallons (1.75 billion 
litres). 


“Fm not sore there is such a 
designation, but there should 
be,” be told reporters. 

The desalination {riant in Jubafl 
supplies most of the water to 
Saudi Arabia's Eastern Province, 
including 80 per cent of the drink- 
ing water for Riyadh, the capital. 
The plant produces 230 million 
gallons (971 million litres) of 
drinking water a day by removing 
salt from briny Gulf water. 

As combat jets flew overhead 
towards Iraq and Kuwait, Saudi 
officials took reporters on a tour 
of the heavily guarded plant. 
Photographers were forbidden 
from taking pictures of the gar- 
gantuan sprawl of pipes and gap- 
ing intake ports. 

The machinery stretches three 
kilometres down the coast, suck- 
ing water from a lagoon created 
by a senri -circle of stone break- 
walls that branch out into the 
Gulf. It is this lagoon that must 
be protected against the ofl — 
something Saudi officials have 
consistently said they are confi- 
dent they will be able to do. 

“It will be easy to contain, easy 
to deal with." said Hamid 
Sutaihy, operations manager for 
the 10-year-old Jubail plant. 

But environmental experts and 
Western officials are not nearly as 
optimistic. They say the oil, now 
-gell-fike substance that could be 
60 centimetres thick when it 
reaches Jubail, could splash over 
booms or flow under them, de- 
pending on wind and currents. 

A conservative estimate is 
we’re going to be able to protect 
the system,” said U.S. coast 
guard LL-Ondr. Paul Milligan. 
“To make a blanket statement 
that we’re not going to get ofl. I 
would never say that.” 

Coast guard officials are among 
a team of U.S. experts sent to 


U.N. chief has ‘fingers 
crossed’ for Iran initiative 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretay-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar said Monday that he has 
his ■‘fingers crossed” in hope that 
an Iranian peace initiative could 
settle the Gulf war. 

Iran's President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani offered to meet Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein for 
talks on ending the Gulf war and 
said he was willing to resume 
official contact with Washington 
in the interests of peace. 

“I welcome such an initiative. I 
think Iran is in a good position to 
produce a formula which can put 
an end to the present situation," 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar said on 
entering U.N. headquarters. 

When asked why Iran has a 
better hope than other countries, 
which have not been able to 
budge Iraq, he answered: 

“Because Iran has a special 
interest, and is an important 
country in the area. They are not 
interested in the continuation of 
the hostilities," he said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has not dis- 
closed what bis plan for ending 
the war is. 


“I am hopeful and I have my 
fingers crossed,” Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said. 

On another issue, he said be was 
meeting with James Grant, the 
director of the U.N. Chidlren’s 
Fund (UNICEF) to discuss 
emergency aid for Iraq, “mainly 
medicine and maybe food for the 
children." 

Iraq had asked UNICEF and 
the World Health Organisation 
about two weeks ago for 
emergency aid. but the agencies 
said they had to wait until they 
judged it was safe to send in staff 
to evaluate the need. 

Allied bombers have been 
blasting Baghdad and other areas 
of Iraq since Jan. 17. 

Iran has asked the Security 
Council's sanctions committee for 
permission to send food, mainly 
infant formula and powdered 
milk, into Iraq, under the super- 
vision of international agencies. 

The Sanctions Committee has 
asked the Secretary-Genera) to 
have U.N. agencies evaluate the 
need. 


Saudi Arabia to advise the gov- 
ernment on ways to combat the 
spill. Japan, Germany, Britain, 
France, Sooth Korea, Sweden, 
the United States and Norway 
have sent equipment, including 
ofl booms and skimmers. 

Saadi Arabia has been criti- 
cised for confining its efforts to 
defending the desalination plants 
instead of attacking the spill 
offshore. On Monday, Saudi offi- 
cials said they are acquiring che- 
micals from the United States to 
break down the ofl offshore. 

Environmentalists also have 
maintained Saudi Arabia is not 
doing enough to protect wfldKfc. 
The spfll is expected to kill huge 
numbers of whales, dolphins, 
birds, fish and plants. Some spe- 
cies may take decades to recover. 

Prince Saud said the spill could 
cause a 50 per cent mortality rate 
among sea trutles, manatees, 
shrimp and commercial fish. 

Turtles begin nesting in May on 
island beadies “and the attack of 
the oil will be devastating.” he 
said. He said Saudi Arabia plans 
to establish a centre to rehabili- 
tate sea birds coated with the oil. 

Genscher due 
in Mideast 

BONN (R) — German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
will visit Egypt and Syria next 
week for talks on a comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace settle- 
ment after the end of the Gulf 
war, the Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday. 

Government sources said Mr. 
Genscher would make soundings 
on Tuesday and Wednesday ab- 
out peace talks which Bonn be- 
lieves could be modelled on the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), 
launched by the 1975 Helsinki 
accords. 

The CSCE, grouping the Un- 
ited States, Canada and 32 Euro- 
pean countries, led to agrecut&uis 
on h uman rights and arms control 
as well as on economic and other 
issues. 

Germany has offered to contri- 
bute financially to post-war re- 
construction in the Gulf and to 
encourage a Middle East peace 
settlement that wikild try to re- 
concile the interest of Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Mr. Genscher last week called 
on wealthy Arab stales to spend' 
less on arms and more on helping 
their poorer neighbours. 

Bonn has given financial aid to 
Egypt, Jordan and Turkey, the 
three states which have suffered 
most from the economic blockade 
of Iraq following its invasion of 
Kuwait last August. 

It also persuaded European 
Community (EC) gover nm ents to 
agree in principle to extend EC 
financial aid to Israel. 

Bonn has unilaterally given 
money to Israel and promised 
missiles to bolster its defences 
against Iraqi attacks and equip- 
ment to counter chemical 
weapons. 











An Iraqi cfcfld walks past buBdings wracked in the fWIrd ft hfo (A1 

iyah photo) 

Iraqis paving way for a better 
Arab future — Jumhouriyah 


By Serene Htiasa 

Special to die Jordan Times- 

AMMAN — “The damage is 
big, the sacrifices are big, but 
then who said that in order to 

maintain stability, digni ty and 

sovereignty, you don't need 
sacrifices, and who better than 
the Iraqi people to offer these 
sacrifices?" asked the editor- 
in-chief of the Iraqi newspaper 
A1 Jumhouriyah, Said A1 Baz- 
zaz. 

Mr. Bazzaz who is here on a 
brief visit, reiterated the stand 
of the Irarqi people and then- 
firm belief in the cause they are 
fighting for. “The hardships of 
this aggression that has befal- 
len tiie people of Baghdad has 
boosted their faith in their just 
cause;"/ Mr. Bazzaz. told . the 
Jordan Tim es. ' ' 

“No -victory cpuld be. 
achieved except with sacrifices 
and blood, and talk of victory 
will not only be past victories 
but the present and future ones 
as well,” he said. “The Iraqi 
faith in victory is not pinned on 
a coming future but on a tangi- 
ble present." 

The Iraqi people's confi- 
dence stems from a belief that 
“defeat for Iraq is impossible.” 

“In our dictionary there is 
no place for words defeat, sur- 
render or retreat," said Mr. 
B a zz a z. “Those crazy people 
who dreamt they could do that 
to us don’t know that the Iraqi 
people will never relinquish 
their rights, but will fight those 


who chose to fight them," be 
said. 

“We have only two alterna- 
tives. Either we win or we win, 
either victory or victory,” be 
said, adding that “all that Iraq 
has done tin tins point is only 
an introduction to a severe 
retaliation." 

“When A1 Hussein missiles 
hit Tel Aviv then that b vic- 
tory, when the sence of Arab 
nationalism spreads in the 
hearts of Arabs then that is 
victory, when the trealefaery of 
Arab leaders is unveiled then 
that is victory, Mr. R xmv 
declared. 

“War is around us, and this 
generation of Iraqis are ready 
for it,” he said. “The Amer- 
icans wfll see a multitude of 
people they have never seen 
before / who ' believe in .their , 
cause and wiO fight for exist- 
ence and the restoration of 
Arab identity,” said the veter- 
an Iraqi jouxanlist. 

Describing the American- 
led assault on Iraq as “a bar- 
baric and cruel aggressiom 
aimed against the people of 
Iraq,” be said: “The reason 
behind this inhumane attach 
was to stop the wheel of prog- 
ress because, according to. 
American and Western stan- 
dard, Iraq has crossed the red 
line drawn for Third World 
countries and the developing 
world." 

“The aggressors have foiled 
to reach their goal because the 
people of Iraq have prepared 


for tins aggression mentally 
and physically,” he said. 

Mr. Bazzaz believes that the 
Iraqis are capable of fighting 
their own wars as they have 
throughout history. “All we 
need is expressions of support 
and solidarity from oor 
brothers in the Arab World," 
he said. 

The Iraqi soldier fighting 
on the front doet/iot need any 
on the front does not need any 
said. “But he would be a much 
stronger fighting force if he 
knows that his Arab brothers ' 
are solidly behind him." 

Mr. Bazzaz is looking for a 
future “where new values are 
created and where no single 
hegemonic power controls the 
will of people around the 
globe.'’"-* • 

“A future where a hew Arab ^ 
World & abated, a world is 
empty of economic and social 
injustice, a world where the 
road to liberty is open a world 
where the human soul is liber- 
ated alongside the Arab 
wealth and land — thk is what 
we Iraqis are hoping for,” he 
said., 

“We will pave the way to- 
wards progress, independent 
decision making and freedom 
for afl” he added. “We will 
reach this future with a lot erf 
sacrifices, the greatest sacri- 
fices any people can offer." 

“We don't fear death, we 
walk towards it and he who 
does that defeats it,” be said. 


Pro-Iraq fervour growing in Maghreb states 


By Philip Shehadi 

Reuter 


ALGIERS — Thousands of 
kilometres from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, millions 
of North African Arabs see 
him as a symbol of courage and 
hope lacking in their own lead- 
ers. 

A surge in pro-Iraqi senti- 
ment throughout the Maghreb, 
dramatically illustrated by a 
mass march in Rabat Sunday, 
reflects deep resentment 
against the power of the West 
and the riches of Gulf Arabs, 
analysts said. 

In Morocco, the biggest 
street protest since independ- 
ence in 1956 has put King 
Hassan under pressure to with- 
draw his token 1300 soldiers 


have been composed in bis 
honour. 

“Since 1948 Arab countries 
have always been beaten. They 
feel a deep humiliation faced 
with Israel backed by the Un- 
ited States. Any Arab leader 
who shows himself able to con- 
front the West becomes a 
hero," said Rachid Mimouni, 
one of Algeria’s best-known 
novelists. 

Tunisians distribute photo- 
copies of poems and Hadith 
(traditions of the Prophet 
Mohammad) said to predict 
victory for President Saddam. 

The Maghreb fight against 
French colonialism is stfll fresh 
in many minds, particularly in 
Algeria. 

In Algiers, pictures of Presi- 
dent Saddam are often posted 


from the U.S.-led coalition 
against Iraq. 

The march by some 300,000 
Moroccans, organised by leftist 
and Muslim fundamentalist 
opposition parties, was an un- 
precedented challenge to the 
king’s close alliance with the 
United States and conservative 
Gulf monarchies and emirates. 

It was likely to spur debate 
over democratic change in the 
monarchy where King Hassan 
has held power for 33 years. 

A pro-Saddam cult has 
swept the streets of Rabat, 
Tunis and Algiers where post- 
cards of the Iraqi president sell 
like hotcakes. 

President Saddam's picture 
adorns thousands of Algerian 
cafes, restaurants, homes and 
cars, poems and pop songs 


with those of ex-President 
Houary Boumedieone, a re- 
volutionary war hero who sym- 
bolised resistance to an unjust 
world order shaped by West- 
ern interests. 

Many Algerian ex-guerrillas, 
at the forefront of Iraq support 
committees, remember Iraq 
was the first to recognise their 
Tunis-based revolutionary gov- 
ernment in exile in 1958. 

Maghreb Arabs are acutely 
aware of disparities of wealth 
between them and the West 
because of their dose proxim- 
ity to Europe. They are bitter 
over a recent wave of anti- 
Arab racism in Europe, in- 
creasingly dosed to Maghreb 
immigration. 

Many a dmir e Iraq's military 
might and technological pro- 


wess. 

Maghreb Arabs are impress- 
ed by the level of scientific and 
technical development in Iraq. 
They compare it with their own 
poverty," said Ali Kenz, an 
Algeirs University sociology 
professor. 

There is little sympathy for 
Saadi Arabia and wealthy Golf 
emirates, even though many 
denounce Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait 

“The Gulf Arabs are seen as 
spending their money on 
women, whisky and casinos,” 
said Mr. Kenz. 

Tunisia and Morocco were 
favourite playgrounds of rich 
Saudis and Kuwaitis. The 
carousing and conspicuous 
consumption of some has left a 
negative image despite sub- 


stantia] financial aid given 
Maghreb states by the Gulf. 

Baghdad, capital of the Mus- 
lim empire for centuries, has a 
special allure for Maghreb 
Arabs. 

Support for tire Palestinian 
cause is strong and President 
Saddam's war on the West is 
widely seen as the only hope 
for advancing Palestinian state 
after years of apparently futile 
concessions to Israel by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Pro-Iraqi fervour has swept 
the political spectrum and 
Muslim fundamentalists, de- 
spite reservations over the 
secular state President Saddam 
leads, have been at the fore- 
front of street protests in 
Algiers. 


middle eas t news in brief 

Afghan flood* make 3,000 families homelew 

ISLAMABAD (R) - FleoO ^ 

than 3 000 Afghan fumfies homeless, me ww*" 

SsgSSS^SSSS 

fajSSHH strong earthquake that struck the region last Friday. 

Six reported deed In Irenlen flood 

NICOSIA (AP) — Ban’s official news agency sard Mondays ** 
fo floods that have swept houses mi 
in southeastern I ran. The foformc 
ssidtbe worst flooefing in a centmybadlcft “°re 
homeless. It said the navy bad rushed speed boatetothe *®“**ff“ 
province to try to rescue people stranded on rooftops by the swift 
^^ers.^my beficqpteo, in high 

2,000 people on Saturday and Sunday, but official deeded boats 
would ease the rescue effort, the agency said. 

Tunisians urge France to withdraw troops 

TUNIS (R) — Eighteen Tunisian organisations “8^ 

President Francois Wfittenand Tuesday to stop air raids on Iraq 

withdra w his troops from the Gulf- The appeal was 

General Union of Tunisian Workers, and organisations representing 

doctors, lawyers, eogineeis, academics, journalists, 

women, ecologists, human rights and film makers. It accusofl mt. 

Mrtterrand of ordering French troops to take part m genocide ana 

“shedding their blood for o£L” 

More Gulf war refugees flee to Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — About 650 Sudanese fleeing the Gulf war crossed 
into Iran from Iraq over the past two days, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Tuesday. It said they were housed in temporary camps 
after arriving on Sunday and Monday night through KhosravL 
main crossing point in western Iran. The latest arrivals brought to 
about 2,500 the number of refuges who have fled to Iran since the 
Gulf war started on Jan. 17. IRNA said last week that 33 Iraqis from 
three had sought asylum after crossing into Iran. 

Chad and Libya restore air links 

N’DJAMENA (R) — Former enemies Chad and Libya are to restore 
air finks, in their fi r s t formal accord since Libyan-backed Pres ident 
Idriss Deby seized power last December. The agreement, which 
reflects sharply imp roved rdtions, was signed in N’djamena on 
Tuesday by civil aviation aut h or it i es, Chad state television said. One 
flight will be flown each way between N’djamena and Tripoli and 
could rise to three if justified by demand, the television said. Until 
Preisdent Deby’s takeover, the two countries had been intermittently 
at war since 1973, when Libya annexed the Aouzou Strip, a 
U0,000-square-kflometre stretch of the Sahara desert reported to be / 
rich in uranium. Air Knlra were suspended during the conflict. 

CBS crew 'alive In Kuwait’ 1 

ROME (R) — A man identified as an aims merchant said Monday «| 
mkring CBS television crew was alive in Kuwait and probably woukPq 
be released soon. Sarkis Sokhanalian, 62, who describes himself as a 
weapons middleman, totd I talian television's Mixer news magazine 
programme that he hsd already passed the information to CBS. Joe 
P c yTonnoD, CBS vice-president of news, said in New York that the 
-network was made aware of the information through Italian news 
agency sources but was trying to contact Mr. Sokbanalian personally 
Verification. CBS reporter Bob Simob and his three-member crew 
were reported missing in Saudi Arabia a fews days after the Gulf war 
began on Jan. 17. 

Religious leaders urge end to Gulf war 

PARIS (R) — Leaders of France’s Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
faiths Monday urged a quick end to the Gulf war and said the use of 
c hemic a l , bacteri o logical or nuclear weapons was “unthinkable.” ; 
Representatives of France's three main religions “call on political 
leaders to fry to halt rapidly the Gulf war," said a statement from the 
chief rabbi of France, the imam of the Paris mosque and leaders of 
the Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. "It is 
unthinkable, to defend one’s cause, to use means such as chemical, 
bacteriological and nuclear arms which can only cause massive 
dvifian deaths and damage the earth,” the statement added. 

Maghreb Red Crescent chief to visit Iraq 

ALGIES (R) —Maghreb Red Crescent Societies decided Monday to 
send their president to Baghdad to assess Iraqi needs for food 

meffidne and expertise arising from the Gulf war. Pro-Iraq feeting is 

sweqang the Maghreb states — Algeria, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco 
and Maantama --and the societies have been swamped with offers 
of votantems and humanitarian aid. Mouloud Befouane, president of 

Societies, wfll attend a meeting 
of the International Red Cross in Geneva Feb. 11 to press for its 
mvofeCTcnt on behalf of Iraqi war victims. He wfll then travel to 
I?" 0 10 asscss fc** and how food, 
societies in a meeting 

'War costs Iran billions of dollars’ 

D vi^2?l? Wi 2 eTiand W — &*“’* economy and finance minister 
“J Gulf war was costing Tetean bSTofdS 

Sni 01 ** ? orld *** secm to care - “ II seems the world 

5^ ? , lgn0 re &** realities in Iran,” Mohsen 

Economk Fonun. He 


Kmrait - »*• NourbaktahSh 

aaunamd at billions of dollars,” he said. k>SKX “* 
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1148 Dhuhr 
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113* ‘bha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Naan* Chnrch SwetBch, 
Tel. 810740 

AaaemhBe* of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

Sl Jaraph Chortfa Td. 624590- 
Cbarck af the A— wdtMiiu Td. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church Td. 661757 
Ti mutate Chrdi Teh 622366 
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AagBm Chardi TeL 625383. TeL 
628S43. 
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771331. 


Church TeL 771751. 
t r a a d i ual Ctandi TeL 


811295. 
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Day Satata Td. 815817. 654932. 


Bidtcde soppt/ed by tbe Department of 
Mcte a mhg j. 

11 wffl be partly ckexty an6 rdaiivcty 


Amman 61 per cent, Aqaba 32 per 
CCBL 

USKFUL TEUBPHOffU 


Yaemb pharmacy 644945 

Sbmeiaani pharmacy ... 637660 


NIGHT DUTY 


DUHD-- 

Dr. bsam A1 Saleh ... 
A1 Shares’ pharmacy . 


(-) 

... (275825) 


oold. 

Amman 
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- 2/12 

AMMAN: 
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Dr. Mxmzer Qnrahn 
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732056 

..... 776258 
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Dr. Khaldoon KJonb 
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Jordan Valley 






A1 Aaema pharmacy 

637055 

Yesterday's high temperature*: Am- 

Nairouth pharmacy 
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man 11, Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 

AlSafam pharmacy. .... 
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Dr. Kfaatnb AlJa’bari ( — ) 
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Q»3 Defence Department 661111 

Gv3 Defence InmmBie 
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Blood Bank 
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Pabfic Security Department 
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Price Complaint* . 

Water and Sewerage 
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Ov e ra ct * Call* ........... i 

Central Amman T elepho n e 


AbdaG Telephone Repana 661101 
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Radio Jordan 7741 U 

Water Authority - 680100 

Jordan Ekctricfay Authority ... 815615 
Electric Rower 

Cevfmuj 636381 
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QnccnABalntL Aaport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 
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Potato .. 
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480/200 
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^Disruption in air 
^^transport threatens 
^gjgevaciiee repatriation 


J 1 ■: o- 3 AMMAN (J.T.) — The head of 
evacuees welfare committee 
~~ -^ ^jtxesday complained that the pre- 

- - >jent travel facilities available at 
j; -Aqaba port would not be snffi- 

li0 0cj rient and ap pr op ri a te to repafri- 
Bte aD the evacuees should air 
v .. transport operations remain at a 
; ^ * : ;; : ^aandstflL 

Salameh Hammad said tbat 
- c «' ^evacuees arriving in Jordan from 
^ fj 'jraq would normally stay in the 

* - ^--Kingdom for a few days awaiting 
'•v -V m j v!. means <rf transport to take them 

-,z7 .^to their home countries but the 
; ~ *“4: problem would be severely aggra- 

vated should the number of eva- 
draws coecs increase while the means of 
transport for repatriation be res- 
tricted to the port of Aqaba. 

~ In a statement to the Jordan 

r _ '^News Agency, Petra, Hammad 
■_*&;- wd that there was only a trickle of 
" "■* ^ evacuees arriving in Jordan from 
^ Iraq at the moment and this 
k ■' helped the committee to have 
‘ control over the repatriation op- 
eration. 

• Officials said Monday that ab- 
w ir «r oat 3,150 evacuees, indndhig ab- 
out 430 seeking political asylum 

. ' in a third country, remained in 

~ Jordan awaiting flights out, nor- 
" ‘zzy . maQy arranged by the Interna- 
' C;-.' tional Organisation for Migration 

" >. (IOM) 

•: C These, the officials said include 

“ - v Sudanese, Egyptians, Moroccans 

■ ■ : -T and Fifipinos as well as a few 

Siwuih and Iranians. 

" KS Among those returning to Jor- 

dan from Iraq and Kuwait were 
also many Palestinians from tiie 
r-.LVi, : occupied West Bank and Gaza 
- . Strip, but most of them are bar- 
red from returning to their bome- 
. ^ land by tiie Israeli authorities 
under tbe pretext of security. 


Hammad said in his statement to 
Petra. 

Tbe Israeli au tho ri ties are mak- 
ing it almost impossible for the 
Palestinians to return to tbe occu- 
pied territories accross the King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges through which the Israelis 
are allowing only very few peo- 
ple, mostly old men and women, 
Hammad noted. 

Palestinians trying to return to 
their homeland, be said, have bad 
a traumatic experience getting 
back to Amman from the Gulf. 

Many of them lost their savings 
or their property and cannot 
make arrangements for their stay 
in Jordan, Hammad said. Furth- 
ermore, Israeli permits they carry 
have either expired or about to, 
while their relatives are unable to 
help them get through because 
of the blanket curfew imposed on 
the occupied lands. 

Hammad said that tbe Israeli 
authorities seem to be facilitating 
the departure of Palestinians 
from the occupied areas while 
obstructing their entry on their 
way back with the purpose of 
evacuating the occupied Arab 
lands. According to Ahmad 
Qatanani, head of the Foreign 
Ministry's Dep ar t m en t of Palesti- 
nian Affairs, only 438 people 
were admitted across the King 
Hussein bridge and 350 across the 
Prince Mohammad Bridge be- 
tween Jan. 21 and 31, and almost 
double these numbers were 
allowed out across the two 
bridges. Qatanani, whose office 
takes charge of the Palestinian 
affairs In Jordan, described the 
Israeli authorities’ measures as 
tantamount to mass deportation 
of Palestinians. 


House convenes today 


4 - G.’sr 


: AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House at Pariiament is due to 
bold a session Wednesday. House 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat Is 
expected to chair the session and 
“ Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
and cabinet members will provide 
replies to queries raised by tbe 
1 Z House on a host of issues. 

A statement by the House 
Thesday said that jthe agenda_^\ 
— w included the government's rephes r 
to questions^r^^' to health. £ 
“ r wWinwt VimI mbdic^ r . 
services in a nmnber of provinces 
, and districts as well as the posting 
of specialists and nurses in 
government-run hospitals and tbe 
Health Ministry's plans- with t* 
gard to the A1 Hussein Host _al 
in Salt. 

According to the statemen t , 
the agenda also includes replies 
from the government to proposal 
made by deputies about the pros- 


pect of developing and improving 
the tourist and forestry region in 
Shfafexna, the setting up of an 
agricultural insurance com pa ny 
to offer compensation to farmers 

ti n ring years of drought or tfatrv. 

ages resulting from natural canses 
lie the bad weather. The propos- 
als also wyfludft expanding i. *ri 
cultural extension- -services' and 


"femera #£ remove- forest jnjgf 
from their farmlands. 

The House will hear a report 
from its legal committee on the 
draft law on economic crimes as 
presented by the government to 
Pariiament Several amendments 
have been introduced to this draft 
law by the committee. 

The House will also hear a 
report from the emergency com- 
mittee on its activities. 




Austria aids Jordan 
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* AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Austrian 
i • * government last week gave addi- 
tional aid to Middle East cotm- 
tries affected by the Gulf conflict, 
*■*-- “ . donating SI million to the “Ro- 

- - ' gnnal Humanitarian Plan of Ao- 
. 7 - tion relating to the crisis between 

■ r. • : Iraq and Kuwait," agreed upon 

tiie various UN relief orgamsa- 
--. ‘ tkms in Geneva on Jan. 11. 
Under this plan Jordan is the 
' main beneficiary. 

In September 1991, Austria 
. '-^- contributed over $1 milbon for 
the same purpose through the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross, and the Inemational 
Organisation for Migration 
^^lOM) and the U.N. Disaster and 
. i'Retief Organisation (UNDRO). 
-r An additional $2.4 milKnn 
[' also be donated by Austria to 

- _ "he International Committee of 
^ %,-rfie Red Cress for a mobile field 

■_-7tospital for victims of tbe Gulf 
.^var. 

■ Within the framework of mter- 
..Rational support for the Jorda- 

- ^ economy Austria has pro- 




American 





mbassy 
:ar set 
Jn fire 

‘MMAN (R) — Unidentified 

’boteurs set on fire the car of the 

American mflitaiy attache in Am- 
ian Tuesday, security sources 
-id. 

’ "Someone poured fnel on tibe 
'merican embassy car and set 
,'ut of it on fire while it was 
'tdeed in an Amman neighbour- 
ed,” one security source told 

[mat. It was not hsmedistdy 
jttnUe' to confirm the report. 

j The security s our ce told Ren- 
■ :ra tiie mffitmy attache was not 
^ tiie car and tiie fire was in- 
jedfetdy contained. 


vided $9 mUfion for development 
projects in the country. 

As a neutral country and bera- 
lef in a frontline position with 
regard to waves of refugees com- 
ing from Eastern Europe, Austria 
has always shown deep under- 
standing and a strong engage- 
ment in humanitarian problems. 
A member of the U.N. Security 
Council and president of its Sanc- 
tions Committee, Austria has left 
no doubt that it backs UN deri- 
sions urging Iraq’s withdrawal 
from Kuwait, at tbe same time 
pleading for a negotiated solution 
of dm conflict. 

Foreign Minister Alms Mock 
recently announced that Austria 
wanted to put forward a Middle 
East peace plan winch would 
include a disarmament confer- 
ence «i"iifaw to the Vienna talh 
on the conventional forces reduc- 
tion in Europe as well as a multi- 
lateral non-proliferation treaty 
covering all no n-co uven tional 
weapons. 

Farmers, 
milk factories 
reach 
agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Cattle far- 
mers and milk factories Sunday 
readied an agreement under 
which fanners will provide the 
factories with fresh milk from 
Feb. 5 until Dec. 31. According 
to tire agreement diary factories 
will use their own means to trans- 
port milk from the farms to tbe 
factories. 

The a g reement fired tire price 
of a kilogramme of mOk at 210 
fils. The jwice, however, wfll only 
changed by virtue of a cabinet 
deriskm. 

Hie- signing ceremony was 
attended by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mohammad AJawneh. The 
minister voiced satisfaction far 
tire coDchzsioa af the agreement. 



Hb Royal Hlgliaisw Crown Prince Hasaau and Her Royal FUghn c m Princess Sarvath Tuesday meet the 
Gulf peace team (Petra photo). 

Prince Hassan, Princess Sarvath 
receive Gulf peace team 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnessess Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath Sunday expressed 
deep concern about the casual- 
ties among civilians in the 
Gulf, and appealed to the war- 
ring parties to take into consid- 
eration hnrniwn suffering due to 
the war. The Prince and Prin- 
cess made the appeal during a 
meeting with a Gulf peace 
group. The head of the group 
praised tiie unique role Jordan 
is playing to reach a peaceful 


settlement for the crisis. 

The team members voiced 
dismay at the scale of hostilities 
and devastation in the Gulf 
region, saying that the con- 
tinuation of war will bring ab- 
out more destruction and loss 
of civilian lives. In a statement 
to tbe Jordanian News Agen- 
cy, Petra the team members 
said they would continue their 
efforts to convince their gov- 
ernments and public opinion of 
the need to find a peaceful end 
to the Gulf war. 


"One of the objectives of 
our current mission is to set up 
two peace camps in Jordan in 
an effort to prevent the expan- 
sion of war, and to go back to 
the peace camp in Iraq, when 
circumstances permit," one 
(wmi member said. The team 
pledged to send medical aid 
and supplies to civilian popula- 
tion in Iraq, in cooperation 
with the various parties in Jor- 
dan, particularly the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. 


Palestinians agonise under 
prolonged Israeli curfew 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
people under Israeli occupation 
are being subjected to continued 
a trod ties, and their lives are 
made more miserable in view of 
tbe blanket curfew imposed by 
the Israeli authorities, a senior 
PLO official said Tuesday. 

"People are being shot and 
killed for curfew violations that 
amo unt to nofhfng more than 
appearing at a window or stand- 
ing on the balcony of their 
homes,” Palestine Liberation 
Organisation executive commit- 
tee member Mohammad MUhixn 
said at a press conference yester- 
day. Mi I him said the 20-day-old 
curfew has been enforced by the 
Israeli occupation authorities 
ostensibly to prevent demonstra- 
tions or other anti-Israeli action 
and tbe Israelis have prevented 
international media representa- 
tives from visiting the Arab areas. 

MSlhim strongly criticised tbe 
United Nations and the interna- 
tional community for their silence 
over Israel’s atrocities, mass de- 
tention of civilians and crufews. 
The blanket curfew imposed on 
1.7 million Palestinians hag not 
drawn tbe concern of the world 
community and no voices have 
been raised to put an end to the 
atrocities, he said. 

Mil him showed journalists 


photographs from the occupied 
lands showing the consequences 
of the continued curfew on die 
cultural, economic and health 
well-being of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. He said that 120,000 workers 
have been cut off from their 
livelihoods and thousands of far- 
mers have been deprived of the 
rigbt to cultivate their lands, 
which led to the total collapse of 
the fanning season. 

Not only have essential com- 
modities been missing from 
shelves but also sick people are 
not able to get medical attention 
at a time when most of tbe people 
are short of cash to buy their 
needs. Milium noted. 

The Israelis have imprisoned 
prominent personalities like pro- 
fessor Sari Nuseibeh of Bur Zeit 
university and A1 Aqsa Mosque 
preacher Mohammad A1 Jamal in 
a bid to stifle tbe resistance. It 
also obstructed tbe work of the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) which pro- 
vides basic services to tbe re- 
fugees, Mflhrm added. 

Milhim said that the Israelis 
have so far detained 18,000 
Palestinians in violation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949 which provides protection 
for civilians under occupation 
role. 

Tbe Israelis have subjected ev- 
erybody, even lawyers, to tbe 
blanket curfews, banned visits to 


the detainees and continues to 
carry out atrocities against tbe 
Palestinian civilians, Milhim 
noted. He said that the PLO has 
learnt that the Israelis have distri- 
buted Arab detainees around the 
Dimona nndear plant in South 
Palestine and other military and 
stragegic positions to serve as 
human shields. Milhim said that 
the PLO is exerting all efforts to 
ensure the provision of food sup- 
plies to the refugees and is ax the 
same time holding contacts with 
the Security Council to convene a 
meeting that would discuss the 
c urren t situation in the occupied 
Arab lands. 

The Palestinian people have 
the right to cany out resistance 
against the Israelis anywhere in 
tbe world as long as their home- 
land remains occupied, Milhim 
said. 

“We have only one enemy who 
bad demolished our homes and 
evicted our people from their 
towns and villages, destroyed our 
crops and continues to occupy 
our land, and therefore we have 
all the right to resist this enemy 
and his actions by all available 
means, Milhim said. 

Milhim who heads the PLO's 
occupied lands department said 
that the recent Palestinian rocket 
attacks on northern Palestine 
should be regarded as part of the 
war of attrition being waged 
against the Israeli enemy. 


Motorists comply; number 
of violators reported 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanians 
Tuesday almost fully adhered to 
tiie govern m ent decision to res- 
trict tiie use of cars to save 
energy, the director of the Traffic 
Department, Ahmad Dmour said 
Tuesday. 

Dmour, said however, that his 
department had seized some cars 
for violating me decision. He said 
the decidon, affected about 
175,000 private cara, half of 
whr'j did not run Sunday. 

m a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra Brig. 
Dmour said the decision had re- 
sulted in positive effects, like tiie 
easing of traffic jams, reduction 
in car. acogentg^ j»Kl ? in^eased 
de man d on ; public transput. 


Brig. Dmour said the decision 
excluded cars owned by disabled 
persons and mflitaiy vehicles 
irrespective of their plate num- 
bers. 

Care of those arriving in Jordan 
from abroad will be exempt until 
they reach their destination. Cars 
belonging to members of both 
houses of parliament, which cany 
the House plate numbers are also 
exempt. 

Dmour said tbe decision covers 
private cars, carrying white 
plates, cars carrying temporary 
admission plates and cars car- 
rying foreign plates. 

Tbe cabinet’s decision aroused 
public controversy about Its feasi- 
bility 1 an'd'; c^st -effectiveness,' 


according to Arabic dailies. 

To assess the situation on the 
first day Transport and Tclecom- 
municatioin Minister Jamal 
Saraireh, accompanied by the 
Public Transport Corporation 
Director General Salaiman 
Habahbeh, made an inspection 
tour in a number of areas. 

After the tour. Minister 
Saraireh said that people re- 
sponded favourably to the deci- 
sion and demonstrated their de- 
sire to rationalise tbe use of ener- 
gy by sharing their cars willingly - 
The minister noted that initial 
reports about the enforcement of 
tbe decision "were encouraging 
and were showing that people 
adhered, to the dedaon- 



Cara Rotating tiie restriction on private cara movement are being held by poBce Tuesday (Photo 
by - Yousef A1 ‘Allan) ... •, 


Restriction on car use 
draws more complaints 


By Serene Habra 
and Nur Safi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The government 
decision to restrict the use of 
private caxs enters its second day 
today. Only cars with plates en- 
ding with odd numbers were 
running yesterday. The decision, 
in effect for oik day rally, has 
generated many complaints from 
people who were not able to 
drive their cars. 

“I was looking outside my 
window watching a woman 
trying to flag down a taxi. I 
noticed that it took her about 
half an hour,” Nader said he 
observed from his house in 
Sweifich. 

"Its a stupid, selfish law. It 
only serves the rich and pri- 
vileged who can a fford to buy 
more than one car,” a young 
woman in downtown Amman 
said. A passerby who overheard 
the conversation, cat in saying 
"government cars repres e nt 20 
per cent of the total number of 
cars in the country, why don't 
they set an example to the public 
by applying this law cm them- 
selves?” 

The conversation drew more 
crowds who criticised the deci- 
sion. One man who refused to. 
give his name said: “If tbe prime 
minister wants ns to (to without 
the luxury of our cars in these 
difficult times like this, let him 
try to take a taxi to work every 
other day,” Ik said. 

“This derision is a result of the 
abs en ce of any long term plan- 
ning,” Ahmad, a grocer told tbe 
Jordan Times. Hie observed drat 
on the outset of the Gulf crisis, 


the government allowed in 
Kuwaiti cara without regulating 
or monitoring their consumption 
of gasoline. “A lot of these cars 
are American-made and con- 
sume lots of gasoline. A major- 
ity of these car owners have 
money and no work, so they 
drive around all day consuming 
large amounts of gasoline,” he 
said. 

Many people, however, chose 
to defy the restriction. “We 
stopped five caxs only this morn- 
ing,” a traffic policeman, who 
stood at the entrance of the 
Jordan Times offices on Uni- 
versity road Tuesday said. 
According to the policeman, it 
was necessary to control tbe oil 
consumption, but, Ik thought, 
there were other better, more 
suitable solutions. "I think that 
the government will eventually 
adopt another proposal like the 
use of coupons for example,” he 
said. 

In a statement Monday, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran asserted 
that the government win study 
the coupon proposal and will 
decide on the most suitable op- 
tion in light of the experiment 
itself. 

Some drawbacks of the deci- 
sion were evident from be first 
day. “I have a night shift, and on 
Monday I drove my car to work 
and today (Tuesday) I can’t 
drive it back. Tins is really ridi- 
culous,” a hotel employee said. 

Another employee who works 
for Jordan Television and lives 
in Jabal Amman said, “I am 
spending a lot of money going 
back and forth. And although 
transportation is available, it 
takes a very long time.” 


25 years of housing 
development in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) office in Jordan has 
released a report about hooting 
in Jordan, outimmg 25 years of 

c ooper a tion with tbe Housing 

Corpor a tion in tins regard. 

One of the challenges that have 
faced Jordan in tbe lari 25 years 
was the development of bousing 
schemes to meet tire needs of 
growing population, the UNDP 
report said. It said that UNDP 


responded to tire needs of the 
countr y and cooperated with tbe 
government to wards the estab- 
lishment of the Housing Corpora- 
tion, the organisation responsible 

for planning and constructing 
low-cost botuing projects for 
middle and tow-income groups. 

Experts sponsored by UNDP 
cooperated with the Jordanian 
counterparts between 1968 and 
1977 
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IF “THE present as the past rolled op for action, and the 
past is the present unrolled for unders tanding ,” and if 
history as any guide, then the war in toe Golf has to be seen 
to some historical perspective. U.S. President George Bosh, 
thinking that his vision of toe new world order could not 
possibly materialise by a gentleman’s agreement with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, has determined that his super- 
power had to achieve so decisive a victory against Iraq as toe 
only means through which his country would he able to 
dictate and enforce international law, just as Rome did from 
Augustus to Aurelius. 

History will recall that President Bush did not give peace 
a chance before he unleashed Ms military might against a 
Third World country of only 18 million people. According to 
two eminent American political psychologists, Bush demon- 
ised and dehumanised his adversary to the point of making 
sure that Iraq was left with no incentive to answer pleas for 
withdrawal and reconciliation. The U.S. president relied 
exclusively on toe threat of force and paid only lip service to 
the diplomatic option, completely disregarding Iraqi grie- 
vances and claims and repeated attempts at focusing world 
attention on toe real problems of the Middle East. 

Bash all toe tone screamed for “imconditsona! surren- 
der” by Iraq, forgetting toe cultural framework in which 
the word “surrender” would echo like thunderous warnings 
of loss of dignity for an Arab nation that has thought of 
nothing else but independence from foreign remote control 
and subservience to toe master from toe West. 

The allied nations compounded this gap in understanding 
by not only waving toe stick but also by unleashing a 
barrage of resolutions supported by toe 50®, 000 warriors all 
pulling at the rope that was to strangulate toe “aggression” 
in toe hope that the word “surrender” would escape toe 
mouth of adversary while on his death bed. But what is this 
new world order in- 'which toe;. voice of toe desperate is 
drowned in favour of toe force, of the strong? The U.S.- 
pnssideat said he waplgd to go toe.exto mile for peace but 
then refused to budge an inch from toe “no negotiations, no 
face-saving, no linkage” position except that his words 
became louder and perhaps were heard at an extra mile and 
were later crowned with toe “I am fed up” finale. 

When President Hussein said that he wanted a meeting 
with President Bush “in which toe eyes would meet,” Mr. 
Bash’s eyes were fixed in toe other direction still diverting 
attention from dialogue and concentrating on toe only 
option the American president left for himself, force, as the 
two American psychologists said. History wifi show that the 
U.S. president prepared toe trap in which he himself will be 
caught. Although his sworn objective in toe Gulf is that of 
*' ‘kicking Saddam out of Kuwait, it is quite possible that that 
aim might not be achieved at all. But even if it was, events 
will show that what was achieved through destruction, loss 
of human life, environmental disaster, fragmentation of 
inter-nations relations, misery and political upheaval in the 
region could have been more easily, less painfully accom- 
plished and months before. 

As Senator George Mitchell, toe U.S. Senate majority 
leader, recently observed, we will never know whether 
sanctions and diplomacy could have achieved for toe U.S. 
what it has sought to do through destruction and war. It 
might be difficult for President Bush to take back his 
decision, swallow his pride and stop the war unconditionally 
now. But it is certainly much more difficult and costly for 
Mm, and everybody else, to press on with this mad and 
stupid 


AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday accused the U.S., British, and 
French government of providing false information about the 
outcome of public opinion polls and surveys being held in the 
West. The official version about the results of these polls is that 
the Western masses are oriented against Iraq and the people 
themselves have decided to wage war on Iraq, the paper noted. It 
said that with this false information, the Western governments are 
trying to present the American, British and french people and 
not themselves as enemies of the Arabs and Muslims inviting the 
Arabs and Muslims to take vengeance on the people of the West 
rather than the governments and their leaders who have been 
killing innocent children and old men and women in Iraq. The 
paper said that this is indeed a dangerous game because it is 
bound to deepen hatred among nations and tamper with human 
feelings. Suppose that these polls are correct, then no one should 
blame the Arabs and Muslims if they find vent to their wrath on 
Western interests, and no one in the West can anymore describe 
attacks by Arabs and Muslims on Westerners as terrorist actions, 
because such attacks could come in self defence and in retaliation 
for the Western hatred, killing and other atrocities, the paper 
noted. 

A columnist in Al Ra’s daily Tuesday welcomed government 
efforts to save fuel and enable the public to adapt to austerity 
measures required under the present difficult circumstances. 
Mahmoud Rimawi says by offering sacrifice by not using private 
ears, the people of Iordan cannot only show solidarity with the 
Iraqi people but also feel part of the hardships their brothers and 
sisters in Iraq are facing at the moment. The writer, however, 
noted that Amman and other towns and cities lack a proper 
network of public transport which had prompted people to buy 
private cars, adding to the economic burdens they normally 
endure. Had there been a good network of public transport most 
people would have opted for them to save gasoline and to avoid 
problems related to cars and the risk of accidents, the writer adds. 
He says that Jordanian people especially those who live in 
Amman should realise that with the presence of cars they had 
abandoned the old social way of life and even the good exercise of 
■walking; and perhaps the new measures would help restore the 
good social ties among the people who should cooperate to 
overcome this emergency. 


E»g§®ilfical ¥®rum 


When birds matter more than 


LAST Wednesday, a number of jet fighters of the alliance for the 
destruction of Iraq attacked and burnt several civilian Jordanian 
vehicles and nine oil tankers travelling along the international 
highway linking Iraq with Jordan during daytime. Thus the pilots of 
these jet fighters made their contribution to the “liberation” of 
Kuwait and to the translation of the international legality into facts 
on the ground, although one needs very wild imagination to figure 
out how bombing civilian Jordanian vehicles and citizens is causally 
linked with that liberation. 

To intellectuals and sober observers here, those attacks testify to 

the fact that the U.S. is, in essence and origin, a violent and savage 
society and , in toe present Gulf war, it is proving to be a barbaric one 
as well. The so-called American democracy is tailored only for 
Americans and domestic use. When the Americans talk about the 
value of human life and about the human being as being an end in 
himself, following the democratic philosophical theorisation, they 
have in mind only American lives and American individuals and 
probably other Westerners. Arabs, for example, are apparently not 
allowed into this American paradise of democracy as the bombing 
and killing of Jordanian and Iraqi civilians suggests. 

The Jordanians believe that there were objective reasons which 
made the Iraq-Kuwait dispute flare into the violent twist it took on 
August 2, 1990. These reasons have to be addressed. This is why they 
did not believe that the unconditional withdrawal formula would 
work. They had supported U.N. Security Council resolutions 
including the withdrawal from Kuwait but they believed that war was 
not, and will never be, the right means to achieve that end. The 
Jordanians have all along expressed their opinions along these lines. 


George Bush apparently could not tolerate this expression of opinion 
and sent his planes to knok out Jordanian civilian targets after 
demolishing Iraqi civilian neighbourhoods. He has been boasting that 
the whole world look his side in his confrontation with Iraq. Very 
well; he has that overwhelming majority. The voice of Jordanians 
and of some very few countries represented the opposition. How 
come then that Mr. Bush’s new world order which is based on 
democracy failed to tolerate the opinion of that very slim minority 
made up of Jordan and one or two other countries?! Even inside the 
United Stares itself, there are persons who take a stand similar to that 
of the Jordanians. 

The fact that Jordan imported oil from Iraq was not a secret but a 
well-known and widely accepted fact by all parties including the 
American administration and U.N. Sanctions Committee. If a new 
idea has suddenly dawned on Mr. Bush and his field commanders 
under which they found that Jordan must halt its oil imports from 
Iraq because that was vital to the liberation of Kuwait, he should 
have asked Jordan to do that through diplomatic channels or at least 
civilised means. In choosing to bomb civilian targets instead of that, 
Mr. Bush must have been responding to the instincts of savagery and 
violence buried under his skin and behind the thick guises of 
democracy and false civilisation. 

And Mr. Bush knows very well that the economic blockade on Iraq 
has been violated, officially and unofficially, by other countries 
surrounding Iraq. Nevertheless, his jet fighters chose only to bomb 
the civilian targets of the tiny Jordan and pretended that he knew 
nothing about other violations. Again, Mr. Bush have an additional 
evidence of an American Middle East policy firmly anchored on 


double standards. , , 

Under infernationai . law, Jordan is not obligated to o serv 
sanctions which hurt it more than the others. That was very true o 
our oil imports which have been financed from our debts on Iraq. 
And Jordan could not afford to import oil from other sources at 
market prices without seriously endangering its economic secunty as 
this would, drain its meagre foreign exchange reserves which are 
saved to finance the importation of ’foodstuffs and other basic goods 
and services. During the first four months of the crisis, Jordan 
virtually had no foreign exchange to finance oil imports from any 
sources other than Iraq. Saudi Arabia, you remember, shut down the 
tapline because Jordan failed to come up with the necessary cash. 

The tiny Jordan has nothing to offer Iraq in the face of the war o» 
destruction Mr. Bush has been waging against i£. The bombing at 
Jordanian civilians is therefore nothing more than brutal punishment 
to Jordan for expressing its opinion towards the crisis and the war. It 
is also a shocking reminder of how Mr. Bush is going to manage his 
new world order and to discipline countries and nations that may 
differ with the United States. The oil slick in the Gulf shocked the 
hypocrite West because it killed one or two birds. So far no Western 
government has decried the bombing and killing of Jordanian and 
Iraqi civilians, the inevitable conclusion is that, to the West and our 
American “friends,” birds matter more than Arab civilians. 

“Latest news dispatches have indicated that the tankers were 
bombed because they transported parts of Scud missiles. Experts 
ridicule this American allegation because it is not possible in practical 
terms. Moreover, why should the Iraqis, in this case, hire Jordanians 
to drive these tankers?!” 


raq, Israel and the new strategic reality 


By Dr. Marwai* Ratefo Asmar 


THE war waged on Iraq by the 
allied forces marked a turning 
point in the history of the Middle 
East. Iraq no longer came to be 
seen as the aggressor, moving its 
troops in and annexing a 
sovereign state, namely that of 
Kuwait, but came to be viewed 
by the majority of Arabs as toe 
champion of Arab nationalism 
and a liberator of the poor 
whose labour had been held 
hostage by despotic oil-rich 
sheikhs in the Gulf. 

The invitation of American 
troops evoked among the masses 
memories of colonial rule and 
subjugation. Worst still, the sta- 
tioning of primarily American, 
British and French troops on 
Saudi soil inflamed toe Arabs in 
what was widely seen as an act of 


sacrilege to the Muslim faith. 
Mecca is a holy place in Saudi 
Arabia in which no “infidel” 
may enter and therefore the 
presence of foreign troops in the 
area constituted a violation of 
Islamic Sharia law, in which the 
“infidel” must be severely 
punished. 

The presence of foreign troops 
and more precisely its attacks on 
Israel by Iraqi Scud missiles 
(something that had never hap- 
pened before), not only in- 
flamed public opinion to the 
support of Iraq, but also re- 
moved any doubts that toe Arab 
intellgentsia may have had about 
such support, the issue simply 
became about questions of de- 
nials, human rights and the 
legitimate grievances of the 


Palestinians: something which 
the world found convenient to 
ignore. 

The attacks on Israel must be 
seen in this light. From the Arab 
point of view the missiles were 
seen more as a symbol to redress 
the injustices and humiliation 
suffered by the Palestinians for 
the last forty years. Following 
the successive defeats of the 
Arabs resulting in the total lose 
of Palestinne, after 1967 coupled 
with the ascendency of what was 
seen as Israeli military might, 
the Arab Nation was at an all 
time ebb, questioning its des- 
tiny, identity and its very exist- 
ence. 

The constant Iraqi attacks on 
Israel have changed all that. 
Arab public opinion for the first 


time has come to feel self- 
confident, strident and assured 
of victory, and in achieving an 
independent Palestinian state. 
Israel for the first time was 
running scared, unable to com- 
prehend the fact that its military 
superiority was for the first time 
being challenged. The long-term 
implications for the security and 
very existence of the state of 
Israel was overwhelming. This 
was for the following reasons. 

First, Israel was no longer 
seen to be untouchable, geog- 
raphically protected by her once 
military invincibility. For the 
first time doubts were cast about 
this large military machine and 
its failure' to protect ordinary 
Israelis in the light of incoming 


II minister wants Arabs to leave 



Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Retired General Rehavam Zeevi 
is set to join the Israeli cabinet as 
the first minister who advocates 
the expulsion of Arabs for the 
occupied lands. 

The Israeli government 
approved Zeevi’s appointment as 
minister without portfolio on Sun- 
day and he is virtually assured of 
parliamentary ratification on 
Monday. 

His Nickname is Gandhi, not 
because of any commitment to 
non-violence but because army 
comrades thought the wiry youth 
physically resembled the Indian 
activist. 

.The platform of his Moledet 
(homeland) Party closely resem- 
bles that of slain militant Rabbi 
Meir Kahane who Advocated toe 
expulsion of all Arabs from Israel 
and the Israeli occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Kahane’s Kach. Party was. bar- 
red from parliament as racist in 
1988, toe year Zeevi, 64, was 
elected to parliament. 

Political analysts say Moledet, 
formed shortly before toe Novem- 
ber 1988 elections, was buoyed by 
supporters of Kahane’s banned 
party. It won two seats in the 
120-member parliament. 

Like Kahane, Zeevi has fre- 
quently appeared on the scene of 
Arab attacks against Jews to rally 
support for his anti-Arab views. 

But Zeevi, part of Israel’s milit- 
ary establishment, is regarded as 
more acceptable by Israelis than 
the U.S.-born Kahane was. 

Zeevi has said he favours a 
“voluntary transfer for peace” of 
all Arab residents of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. But 
bis critics say transfer is just a 
euphemism for expulsion. 

“We have to say out loud this, 
land belongs to the Jews, because 
we have seen all over the world 


toat- .where, two people try. to live 
on the. same land the result - is 

L/IUOUMICU, ZvCCVl SolV UUiillg UiC 

1988 election campaign. 

“God made the land of Israel 
one geopoEtical entity.” 

On the eve of the cabinet vote, 
Zeevi said he hoped Jewish im- 
migrants from toe Soviet Union 
would end Israel’s reliance on 
cheap Arab labour from the occu- 
pied territories. 

“We will get rid of the Arab 
population of toe territories. In- 
stead, we will have Jews that will 
come from the Soviet Union. 
They, we and our children will do 
the job.” 

Zeevi is one of the few members 
of parEament who openly oppose 
the government’s decision not to 
retaliate immediately for Iraqi, 
missile attacks in the Gulf war. 

Opponents of his appointment 
say it could jeopardise Israel’s 
newly earned international good- 
will and complicate post-war 


peace efforts with Palestinians. 

Prin^:-Minister--Yitzhak Shamir 
apparently recruited Zeevi to rem- 
force his narrow majority in par- 
Eament. Zeevi’s support from out- 
side the government enabled Sha- 
mir to form the most hardhne 
Israeli government ever in June. 

With Moledet, Shamir now has 
the support of 66 pariiamenttnem- 
bers. 

Zeevi, who once headed the 
army command responsible for 
the West Bank, will have a seat on 
the powerful inner-cabinet re- 
sponsible for vital security deci- 
sions. 

He was security adviser from 
1974-1977 to the then Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and has 
fought in four Arab-Israeli wars. 

Zeevi says Arab countries 
should be happy to absorb the 
Palestinians. 

“There must be a parting of 
ways for peace. We absorbed toe 
Jews of Islam now they can take 
the IsfamaeEtes from Zion.” 


The U.S. has to address Palestine 
issue, botwill Israel listen? 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 


CAIRO — Arab and Western 
officials expect a new drive to 
break the Israeli-Arab peace 
deadlock as soon as the Gulf 
war is over, but many predict a 
strengthened Israel will block 

any progress. 

Hostile Israeli reaction to a 
hint of new peace moves in last 
week’s joint U.S.-Soviet state- 
ment on the Middle East was a 
foretaste of resistance to any 
concession to the Palestinians 
in the occupied West Banlfand 
Gaza Strip, the officials said. 

“The Americans will have to 
address the Palestinian issue 
with new vigour after toe war, 
to shore up their Arab allies 
and allay charges of a double 
standard in deaEng with the 
Middle East,” a senior West 
European diplomat said. 

Egyptian analysts say a di- 
plomatic push is important for 
toe stability of pro-Western 
Arab governments, facing a 
challenge from radical Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

“There will be no stability in 
the region unless toe Palesti- 
nian issue is resolved,” said 
Cairo University political sci- 
entist AH Hilial Dessouki. 

“The momentum created by 
toe Gulf crisis must be used to 
settle the Palestinian prob- 
lem.” he told Reuter. 


But 'Western diplomats say 
Israel, with powerful backing 
in toe U.S. Congress, will ex- 
pect a poEtica! reward for its 
restraint in not retaEating for 
Iraqi missile attacks. 

They noted that Shamir had 
thwarted U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker’s efforts to 

start Israeii-Palestinian peace 
talks even before the Gulf cri- 
sis, when the uprising in the 
occupied territories still had 
the Jewish state on the defen- 
sive. 

“Now, after Palestinians 
cheered Scuds hitting Te! Aviv 
and Yasser Arafat allied him- 
self with Saddam Hussein, I 
can’t see toe American public 
supporting a post-war squeeze 
on Israel,” a Western diplomat 
said, 

Israeli leaders have har- 
dened their stance since the 
war began, apparently backing 
off from their own proposal for 
elections to choose Palestinian 
negotiators and speaking in- 
stead of talks with a delegation 
led by Jordan. 

Egyptian officials say the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has harmed itself 
by its outspoken backing for 
Iraq. Palestinians firing rockets 
towards Israel from Lebanon 


in an apparent effort to open a 
second front have also done 
harm although the PLO has 
distanced itself from the ac- 
tion. 

But the officials say the PLO 
must still be a partner in peace 
talks. 

“In some respects toe PLO 
may be weakened,” said Depu- 
ty Information Minister Mam- 
doufa Beitagi. 

“But the Palestinian cause is 
strengthened because evey- 
bedy must now answer the 
question of why the interna- 
tional community was so 
energetic in putting an end to 
the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 
and has no energy to do the 
same towards the Palestinian 
territories occupied by Israel,” 
he fold Reuters. 

Analysts forecast a radica- 
lisation among Palestinians, 
bom of despair, that could 
strengthen the Muslim fun- 
damentalist movement Hamas 
and make negotiations even 
less Ekely. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
said al! past attempts to find 
alternative Palestinian lead- 
ership had failed. They also 
noted Israel now had toe most 
right-wing government in its 
history. 


Shamir moved it even furth- 
er to toe right on Sunday when 
he brought in an advocate of 
the ‘transfer’ of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories, a 
euphemism for their expulsion. 

The European Community 
(£C), spurred on by France, 
pressed in vain right up to the 
eve of the war for a U.S. 
commitment to a Middle East 
peace conference once Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait was 
ended. 

Diplomats say the war has 
probably further reduced toe 
EC’s limited clout in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The Soviet Union, another 
peace conference supporter, 
has also lost influence in the 
region due to its internal trou- 
bles ar. i cutbacks in its military 
and polit cal support for Iraq, 
Syria, *ibya and the PLO. 

In a joint statement last 
Tuesday, Washington and 
Moscow said their efforts to 
promote Arab-Israeli peace 
would be “greatly facilitated 
and enhanced" once Iraq got 
out of Kuwait. 

The declaration gave no hint 
of what shape those efforts 
might take and the White 
House hastened to dismiss any 
talk of Enkage, which Iraq had 
sought. 
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Iraqi missiles. 

Second, this last point brought 
home the realisation to IsraeE 
policy-makers and the ordinary 
public that in times any state in 
the Middle East given its proper 
warfare technology, could point 
such missiles to Israel. If Iraq 
could develop and adapt missHes 
then other countries such as 
Syria, Egypt, even Saudi Arabia v 
and the Gulf states could all 
acquire such rockets. 

Third, toe acquisition of such 
technology would make : IsraeE 
security very vulnerable. This 
would mean that the IsraeHs’ 
theory of deterrence that is 
based on miHtary superiority 
would become seriously flawed 
since it would no longer become 
credible. The element of threat 
which is essential to the credibE- 
zty of deterrence would no lon- 
ger be there. 

Forth, IsraeE poElcy-makers 
have in toe past strongly argued 
that the retention of toe West 
Bank and Gaza gives Israelmore 
i 'strategic depth vis-a-=vis its 
neighbouring countries. The 
West Bank and Gaza would 
serve as buffer zones against 
invading armies and give Israel 
more time to defend itself. 
However, toe incoming missiles 
have shown how flawed this 
argument was, since iio infantry 
would be needed in any possible 
future conflict, but toe emphasis 
would be on air technology. 

From toe above it can be 
argued that very nature of IsraeE 


military doctrines of superiority, 
deterrence, strategic depth have, 
all come to be questioned. 
Whatever toe outcome of the 
war against Iraq, Israel would 
have to change its perceptions 
about the Middle East. Its milit- 
ary doctrines flawed as they are 
would have to take into account 
the changing circumstances and 
the new strategic environment 
and miEtary parity that have 
come to exist between different 
states in toe Arab World, These 
new circumstances given time, 
must force Israel to adopt an 
approach to international and 
regional problems based on 
greater reaEsm rather than to 
the belligerent power politics 
approach it has always adhered 
to. What is meant by that is that 
Israel would have to learn to Eve 
with the rest of toe Arab World 
as an equal and to sit with the 
Palestinians via an international 
peace conference and "grant 
**them' an independent state. 

These twq,i^i^QK, must • be.-ireal- 
.jjjged by .m||, faecausei -they 
guarantee its security, and poss- 
ibly its very existence. 

However, for toe time being, 
Israel is choosing to forget this 
new realism based on changing 
strategic parities in toe region, 
instead, it prefers to continue 
td carry out Sets of terrorism in 
southern Lebanon against the 
poor and defenceless to convince 
itself that it is still a major power 
in the area, and prolong its false 
sense of security. 



As a Palestinian who has suffered too much and for so long from 
Israeli occupation of our land, I feel sorry for the IsraeE man who 
was killed by toe Iraqi missile raids and for the other three Israelis 
who died by heart attacks. But at the same time I have not heard 
any word of sorrow from any Western official for the hundreds and 
maybe toe thousands of Iraqi civilians who were killed by the U.S. 
led forces missiles and air raids. Nor for toe Palestinian children 
who were killed by IsraeE soldiers in the occupied land or in the air 
raids on refugee camps outside Palestine. 

Germany, which always feels guilty for toe Jews who suffered 
from the Nazis more than 50 years ago, quickly sent their foreign 
minister to Israel with money and arms. But Great Britain never 
felt guilty for its crimes toward toe Palestinians. Britain entered 
their country in 1919, the Palestinian were safe and free in their 
homes and land at that time but the British left Palestine in 1948 
leaving the Palestinians homeless and their country occupied by 
foreign Zionist settlers who never Eved in Palestine for thousand 
of years. 

Also toe British should feel guilty about this war in the Gulf 
because they planned toe borders and created the states for the 
interest of oil companies so that the income of oE goes only to few 
persons and small states with small populations, so that only 
minimum development will be made in the area and the oil income 
will go back to British banks and companies. 

Instead of feeling guilty and ashamed the British sent their 

planes to destroy Iraq. I hope that the people of U.K. feel 
responsible and join the peace movements. Eke other countries 
because they are more responsible than all. 

Many thanks for toe peace movements in toe U.S. A.. But no 
thanks at aE for President Bush, who refused to promise the 
Palestinians any good word to prevent this dirty war. He ordered 
to follow his Zionist advisors and led this war to destroy Iraq and 
Baghdad rather than Eberate Kuwait. His name will be registered 
in history together with Genghis Khan, toe MongoUan coqueror 
and Holacko, the dictator who destroyed Baghdad 600 years a«o’ 

I ho P« Resident Bush will be able to stop this war and act Eke 
General Oiarl de Gaulle of France, who stopped the Algerian 

° f FrCnCh 0010,11315 captalte t 

I hope Mr. Bush will have toe courage to save the blood and 
hv« of al! parties through the implementation oTthe UnS 
Nations resolutions of both conflicts (Palestine and Gulf! For 
justice should not have two scales, one for the poor and weak 5 
toe other for the rich and strong. weak ’ 221(3 

• This wiU be good even for Israel, because they can Eve in near, 
like others and not above others. They now know that 
? ones can be thrown on them, but also SSte JS Y 
destructure weapons can reach them from a lo^LSs pi 
cannot be nnplemented by force and hate, but 
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Prince 

(Cootinocd from page 1) 

the State Department's spokes- 
man. I am surprised this time to 
hear the statement given the 
background which is very dearly 
known and explained, and befieves 
Vj and sympathise with those in 
. ? authority in the U.S. adnri mstra - 

5%. The Prince expressed appreda- 
thm of trackers bringing in oQ 
v- from Iraq. 

“ "V “I salute the courage of those 
; driven. I would not rdisb driving 
'/'i S a track loaded with fuel under the 
kind of round-the-clock bom- 
baidment and the indiscriminate 
bombardment we see in Iraq. 
Yes, we are becoming part of the 

Viffingn TYvmd and T think riiaf Hik 

is only early days. 

-rj-,' “I am extremely concerned ab- 
out the security of anyone traveU- 
■i>. ing on Baghdad- Amman road, 
not only truck driven but also 
■;> evacuees, refugees and so forth. 
As I said also we are expecting op 

to two minim i refugees, how 
many of them are going to be 
; injured with that kind of bom- 
bardment with rids type of war. I 
say this type of war because it is 
unprecedented. We have mart* a 
very careful study which would be 
released in the very near future of 
the shape of those four tracks 
paxked next to the road. I am still 
as a layman amazed that for 
alleged Send miMflag would be 
put conveniently next to the main 
road from Baghdad travelling 
we s tw a rd during daytime. 

“If we have been targetted the 
world has the right to know and 
our people have the right to 
know.” 

Asked about hid rationing in 
Jordan Prince Hassan said: 

“The problem for Jordan for 
many many yean is that it is an 
ofl dependent o o nnti y . Already 
the Iraqi imports represent less 
than two thirds of our require- 
ments. We may have to cope with 
rationing in the f u t ur e and I think 
that this pressure on Jordan is 
designed effectively to bring Jor- 
dan's economy to its knees and 
unless the pledges made to Jor- 
dan by the international com- 
munity are honoured it is going to 
be a very diffimlt period in the 
end. 

“Some of the economic deci- 
sions that were signed and almost 
delivered were delayed because 
of Jordan's political perception, 
and in tha t sense I would fike to 
remind you that on Nov. 17 in 
Paris Jordan was considered as 
the. principal victim of the crisis 
folkywing- Ku w ait itself.” 
j.- ( Oa J&faeH threats to Jordan» 
Prince Hassan said: “My re- 
sponse is that the criticism erf the 
Gulf crisis is that Iraqia large 
neighbour, threatened and practi- 
cally occupied a small neighbour. 
And I don’t see why two wrongs 
make a right. It is not surprising 
to me that Israel, which is sup- 
posed to have the strength of the 
combined Arab forces phis the 
qualitative edge, should be able 
to threaten Jordan. If the inten- 
tion is to draw Jordan into the 
battle or to reduce Jordan this is 
dearly a course of action that I 
don’t see anything to do 
with the Scud attacks 'em Israel 
and as we well know the allied 
bomb ar dme n t of Iraq would not 
be improved by the Israeli parti- 
dpation.'’ 

Badran 

(Contfamed from page 1) 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney told Congress that the 
aim of these foreign troops is to 
destroy Iraq’s military power and 
offer a service to Israel, Amer- 
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ica’s strategic and historic ally in 
the region,” the prime mi nis ter 
said. 

The prime nrinfater noted that 
Jordan bad already expressed its 
sound and correct view about the 
whole matter and it is by no 
means directed against Egypt or 
Saudi Arabia or any other party. 

“In our view this problem 
should be settled within the Arab 
framework and we do not support 
any foreign forces intervention in 
Arab land,” Mr. Badran said. 

“This view is not a crime; nor is 
our conviction that the return of 
the foreign forces to take the o3 
brought about a curse not a bliss 
to die Arabs,” he said. 

“Others seem to demand from 
os that we should not ask for our 
rights because the West believes 
it is the sole source for our 
survival and wants us to die or to 
live by its own will,” he said. 

The prime minister expressed 
total astonishment at Arab coun- 
tries' -response to the West in this 
regard. 

“As the King had pointed out, 
our policy is dear — we are 
against the presence of foreign 
troops on Arab land," the prime 
minister added. 

“It seems that in view of tins 
Jordanian stand, we became the 
subject of an embargo and onr 
tracks are being raided,” the 
prime minister added. “We have 
been told that we violated the, 
UN. Security Ckmndl resolution, 
but we say we did not violate any 
resolution because we had no 
other alternative to bringing oil 
from Iraq until the Security 
Council has found ns a substitute 
source,” he stressed. 

“Jordanians possess their own 
will and can solve their problems 
by themselves. We win continue 
to import oO from Baghdad de- 
spite the fact that seven of our 
driven were killed and 11 injured 
and 31 tracks and oil tankers had 
been destroyed in these raids,” 
die prime min ister said. 

The prime minister said that 
the recent measures restricting 
the use of fuel in Jordan aim at 
preserving the country’s oil re- 
serves. He said that priority in oil 
consumption would go to the 
Aimed Forces and the Public 
Security and Civfl Defence de- 
partments. 

“Jordanians must find other 
mean* and ways for cooperation 
among members of the society 
and must introduce changes in 
their lifestyles and habits under 
die present emergency situation, 
and they most adapt .to the new 
arcmnstances,” he said., 

— - The- prime nunjfttpr. jgSajn j 
bM.prher i 
national duty, - ” arm said authe 1 
people will be trained in People’s 
Army activities rince the People’s 
Army is a back-up force for die 
Jordanian Armed Forces which 
defends the nation. 

At the outset of the meeting. 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Addoub A1 Zaben 
outlined his minist i y’ s emergency 
programm es and plans being car- 
ried out in various regions. 

The heads of the local councils 
held a lengthy debate about the 
various plans to deal with 
eme rg ency situations. 

Tankers 

(Continued from page 1) 

“The (State Department) 
statement is unclear,” said die 
mffirial. “In any event, we have 
adopted measures to ensure that 
no Jordanian national or vehicle 
would be involved or implicated 
in such charges,” he said. 

The authorities have instructed 
Jordanian drivers to make sure 
that their vehicles axe easily dis- 


tinguishable as civilian and not to 
travel in convoys, the official 
explained. 

“We have also mstmntrd them 
to travel only during daytime,” 
he added. This precaution came 
in response to assertions by un- 
identified American military 
sources in Saudi Arabia that it 
was “impossible to distinguish 
between military and civilian 
vehicles, especially at night." 

The latest State Department 
remarks, made by spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutweiktr, appeared to 
be in response to the anger and 
indignation that several attacks 
on Jordanian oil tankers in the 
past week have draw n in Jordan. 

“These vehicles are travelling 
through a war zone, and specifi- 
cally, through an area that has 
been the source of Scud missile 
attacks against neighbouring 
states,” Ms. TatweOer said. 

“While we seek to minimise— 
damage in onr operations, this is 
made difficult by Iraq’s policy of 
co-locating military and civ ilian 
targets,” she contended. “It is 
difficult when materiel that is in 
trucks is co-mingled with civilian 
material.” 

In a terse statement issued ear- 
lier, Ms. Tutweiler implied that 
tiie tankers could be attacked 
since Washington saw them as 
violating the international embar- 
go on Iraq since they were car- 
rying Iraqi oil to Jordan. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and other senior 
offidals have rejected the conten- 
tion, pointing out that Jordan had 
seemed an oral consent from the 
UN. Sanctions Committee for 
continued imports of oQ from 
Iraq until suitable alternatives 
were found. 

But, in her statement Monday, 
Ms. Tutweiler maintained that 
the committee had not granted 
Jordan such an exemption. At the 
same time, she said, the U.S. 
believes “Jordan has complied 
with U.N. sanctions, inducting 
ofl." There was no immediate 
explanation to the apparent con- 
tradiction in statements. 

F urt he rm ore, Ms. TatweOer 
also said that the allied aircraft 
mounting attacks on Iraq and 
Kuwait were not seeking to “en- 
force the embargo on Iraq." 

“Though these (Iraqi) ofl ex- 
ports (to Jordan) do violate the 
sanctions, it is not coaHtioa policy 
to n tftr J r civilian trucks exporting 
petroleum to Jordan,” she main- 
tained. 

But eyewitness accounts from 
travelers, on the mtafajBwghrtart- 
■ ■ 'Amman - bighwaj'-mdicatfc other- 
"Wfac'. Many haVe reported witnes- 
sing concerted attacks by low- 
flying aircraft not only on oil 
tankers but also other civilian 
vehicles. 

In some instances, there were 
also definite indicators that some 
of the ofl tankers were machine- 
gunned contrary to the American 
suggestion that they were caught 
in the bombing raids on suspect 
military vehides. 

Security officials and transport 
industry sources said trucks going 
into Iraq were also attacked last 
week, killing at least one Indian 
driver and wounding at least 
three others. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said as many as 31 ofl tankers 
were attacked last week. He said 
seven people were killed and II 
others were injured in the raids. 

Another justification aired by 
American officials is that there 
was no way of knowing whether 
the oil tankers were bound for 
Jordan or Iraqi military bases in 
western Iraq. 

But Jo rdanian experts familiar 
with the geography of the area 
pointed oat that some of the 


attacks had taken place in an 
80-kilometre stretch of road be- 
tween the Iraqi border post of 
Trebeil and the town of Al Rut- 
ba, in an area where the road 
leads nowhere else but Jordan. 

“There may or may not be 
Iraqi bases in the vicinity, but the 
fact remains no road exists in the 
area which could take heavy cal 
tankers,” said one expert. “There 
are only desert trades through 
which no tanker can manoeuvre. 
There can be little doubt that the 
Americans know this.” 

Baghdad 

(Continued from page J) 

Witnesses Irving on the outskirts of 
the capital repotted two large exfrio- 
wns at 12:35 and 12:10 ml (2135 
and 2440 GMT Monday). 

One witness reported seeing a pink 
flash in the sky. “A second later I 
heard the captation," be said. 

Local residents said the second 
explosion was apparently a military 
site in the area. According to security 
and military regulations, the exact 
site could not be reported. 

Explosions echoed across the capit- 
al well after midnight and blasts were 
heard in many sections of the city. 
Some people said at least four mis- 
siles fell during the night. 

A resident of the western part of 
die city said the explosions shattered 
the windows of Ins house. “My house 
was deeply shaken,” he said. 

Travellers arriving from Talent, 
President Hussein’s home- 

town 150 kilometres north of Bagh- 
dad, said it took intensive fire Mon- 
day ri ght and early Tuesday, just as it 
has since die war began. 

Those coming from the southern 
city of Basra said it was heavily 
shelled Monday. Columns of smoke 
and fire were seen in many parts of 
the city, which is Iraq’s main port and 
a supply centre. 

In his tatter to the newspaper, Mr. 
Aziz said 37 civilian areas and towns 
were hit. Targets included television 
and radio stations in Baghdad and the 
provinces, a number of government 
buildings in the capital, an irrigation 
dam in western Iraq 270 kilometres 
west of Baghdad, communicatioa 
centres, commercial areas, homes 
and trucks and can on highways. 

Allied commanders have d aimed 
they are not aiming at civilian targets. 

An Iraqi military spokesman said 
Tuesday there had been 373 air raids 
oo tiie country Monday and four 
afltari aircraft were shot down. 

The spokesman said residential 
areas and shops were bombed, Bagh- 
dad Radio reported. 

Iraq's Defence Ministry dally, A1 
Qadissiya, said Ibesday that the Iraqi 
people and the armed forces arc 
prep ar ed to annihilate enemy bases 
and troops daring the first hoars of 
the ground battle “which Bosh and 
bis allies are mapping out.” 

“We are sure that the great caroal- 
M ties'amuij^ 

1 'did hours -ttf the' gKflfod-'batfta 
will be a great disaster for Bosh and 
his allies.” the newspaper said. 

“The ground battle will result in 
rivers of enemy blood after the Iraqi 
armed forces cover the b attl efie ld 
with fires tint Bush and his allies 
cannot extinguish,’’ it said. 

A1 Qadissiya reiterated that the 
aim of Iraq's straggle is to “liberate 
all Arab territories and regain wealth 
to the citizens of the Arab Nation.” 

“History will talk about tins battle 
for centimes to come,” it said. 

Iraq has in recen t days repeatedly 
dared the allies to fight its 
500,000 men in and around Kuwait in 
a ground battle. The all ies say they 
will do so only when they are ready. 

A1 Qadisriya said the battle Iraq 
sought would free the entire world 
from “the shackles of U.S. domina- 
tion and h eg emo n y.” 

The Iranian news agency reported 
from the southern city of Ahvaz that 
Iraqi border cities were hit so hard by 
air mkale nft m rl r n du ring the 

night that windows in the Iranian 
cities of Khorramshahr and Abadan 
vibrated. 

The agency said Iraqi anti-aircraft 
drfegnft units w e re silent during the 
attacks. 

Tehran Radio said in a separate 
report that residents in Iranian border 
areas heard four explosions overnight 


from the border Iraqi towns of Ultra- 
tiyah and Barirah east of Baghdad. 

“Iraq is now more determined to 
achieve its goals," Al Qadissiya said. 

“Iraq faiy realises that the only 
for it to survive and rise is 
through «mnpiw>. destruction of 
all the pillars and concentration of 
aggression." 

A U.S. air force major said Tues- 
day the signal that the long-awaited 
ground offensive to retake Kuwait is 
about to start will be a massive Uitz of 
Iraqi positions there. 

Major Bob Bahzer said the blitz’s 
aim would be to destroy half of Iraq’s 
forces from the air in three to four 
days before tens of thousands of 
allied soldiers begin their ground 

wanll 

Almost every plane in the U.S. 
inventory win be used in the blitz to 
be spearheaded by saturation bomb- 
ing by giant right-engined B-52s, he 
added. 

“The goal is to attrit (Iraq’s) milit- 
ary power down to haft of what it is 
before the bombardment,” he said. 

In the boldest call yet for action in 
s up port of Iraq, Baghdad ordered 
activists abroad Tuesday to strike 
bard at the interests of countries 
riding a gaipfi Iraq in the Golf con- 
flict. 

A commentary on Baghdad Radio 
described President Bush as “the 
slaughter of the age,” and told King 
Fahd of Saadi Arabia that he “will 
taste bitter death.” 

The broadcast then aired a series of 
cryptic messages, followed by the call 
from “c ent ral command.” 

‘To stragglers in all revolutionary 
cells,” the radio announcer said. 
‘Tight them with all your force, in aQ 
their dens, wherever they are... 

“Do not spare any interest of any 
of the countries taking pan in the 
aggression against year brethren in 
Iraq, against an Arab and Islamic 
nation.” 

The call was repeated at least twice 
in the early morning. “Let the traitors 
and cowards remain sleepless it 
nitl 

Earlier, the radio aired threSe 
mysterious messages from “May- 
moon” in centra] command to 
Kotayba, Mudar, Ayman and Mun- 
taser. 

It was impossible to determine if 
the manage* were indeed coded in- 
structions for agents abroad. 

Kutayba’s instructions were: “Im- 
plement what’s on the table, and 
whafs outside it," and Mudar was 
told “Do not hesitate to do anything. 
God be with you.” 

“We are waiting to hear your voice 
and that of the others," Ayman 's 
message was. Muntaser was ordered 
to “report to the bank.” 

The radio commentary vowed to 
“take revenge for every drop of blood 
spilled by an Iraqi chil d, for every 
hair that fell off the head of a tittle girl 
and for every grieving mother crying 
over her child... (or) searching for 
her children henmath the rubble." 

In other developments: 

— Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and British. Prime Minister 
■ Jcihfl Major agreed Tuesday-ttai Iraq 
wffl^c^t6"iaechemkilweapoos 
'•against thccoafition* fighting in the 
Gulf. 

Government sources said the two 
spoke for 15 minutes by telephone to 
assess the state (ft the war. Both states 
have seat troops to the Gulf. 

The two leaders agreed Iraq was 
likely to use chemical weapons and 
“might do so quite soon" as the allied 
assanlt co ntin ued. 

— Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud Al Faisal held Gulf war talks 
with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
Tuesday, nffiriah said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sbaraa at te nded the meeting that 
started shortly after Prince Faisal 
arrived in Damascus, they said. 

— A bomb exploded in P a kista n 
and demonstrators rallied in South 
Korea and India Tuesday in sporadic 
protests against the Gulf war. Metfio- 
al and military teams from South 
Korea and New Zealand travelled to 
the Guff. 

A bomb was hurled at the home of 
Saudi Arabia's consol-general in 
Pakistan, slightly injuring one guard 

and ranting ffi gfat damage to 3D Ottt- 
ode wall, police sahL 

They said they believed the bomb- 
ing was linked to the Golf war. 
Sundry around foreign embassies 
and consulates hag been tightened 
since the outbreak of the war pro- 
voked daily demonstrations against 


British troops grumble 
about curbs, warn of anti- 
Muslim ‘backlash’ 


the United States and Saudi Arabia. 

In New Delhi, some 1.500 demon- 
strators, most from India’s two com- 
munist parties, marched to the U.S. 
embassy waving placards and shout- 
ing slogans demanding tire withdraw- 
al of multinational forces from the 
Golf. 

“Down with George Bush, UJ5. 
imperialists quit the Gulf,” they 
shouted. 

Id South Korea, about 100 students 
attended a peaceful campus rally at 
Seoul National University to oppose 
the dispatch of military personnel to 
the Gulf war. 

— Egyptian military experts have 
wnlmdivl hi gh explosive mine* from 8 

Qatari ship before letting the vessel 
enter the Suez Canal on is way to the 
Guff, shipping sources sakL 

Egypt refused to allow the 15,125- 
tome Qatari-registered Fathulkhair 
to transit the canal with is 109-tonne 
cargo of mines. 

The experts loaded the explosives 
and two tonnes of chemicals onto 
nine trucks which beaded under 
heavy police escort to Suez from the 
Mediterranean port of Damtatta, the 
sources said. 

— Morocco Monday denied re- 
pents of a dash between U.S. and 
Moroccan sokfiezs in the United Arab 
Emirates, which reportedly left four 
dead. 

The Iraqi News Agency said that 
three American soldiers and one 
Moroccan were Idltad in the incident 
between the troops which allegedly 
left several more wounded. 

The r eport was the second within a 
week alleging a dash between U.S. 
and Moroccan troops in the Gulf. A 
report last week said a deadly dash 
occurred in Saudi Arabia. 

Morocco, which has 1,200 troops in 
Saudi Arabia and several hundred 
more in the United Arab Emirates, 
issued a denial without comment of 
both repots. 

Cheney 

(Continued from page 1) 

concession. Then we can deter- 
mine that niceties or details need 
to be done. What has to begin is a 
credible withdrawal from Kuwait 
without conditions," he said. 

The Cheney-PoweU trip wfll be 
the first top-level missio n to the 
Gulf since the war began with 
bombing of Iraq on Jan. 17, and 
comes as Mr. Bush is weighing a 
timetable for commencing 
ground battle action. 

Mr. Bush reiterated that there 
would be no allied concessions to 
pro m pt an end to hostilities. 

He said President Saddam's 
ouster would probably shorten* 
the conflict. 

“It would be a lot easier to see 
a successful conclusion because I 
don’t believe anybody other than 
■Saddam Hussein is going to want 
to continue to- subigit to .subject 
his army to tfae.pounding they are 
taking, or his people," Mr. Bush 
said; ' 11 

As for the possibility of an 
Iraqi coup against President Sad- 
dam, Mr. Bush said: 'T would 
like to think that somehow, some 
way, that would happen, but I 
have no evidence that it wfll." 

Mr. Bush rebuffed an offer by 
Iran to help mediate the conflict, 
saying there was little to negoti- 
ate since Iraq was refusing to 
adhere to United Nations resolu- 
tions demanding Iraq withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

“The coalition wfll prevail and 
(Iraq) wfll comply with the U.N. 
resolutions one way or another 
and that means (Iraq) wfll be out 
of Kuwait," Mr. Bosh said. 

Kuwait 

(Continued from page 1) 

bombing,” said Mohammad's 
wife. 

She said damage on highways 
to Jordan and fear of air attack 
had forced them to spend four 
days on the road on what is 
normally a 24-hoar journey. 


LONDON (AP) — British troops 
are grumbling about restrictions 
imposed in Saudi Arabia and 
warn of an anti-Muslim backlash 
in Britain when the soldiers re- 
turn, the Times of London re- 
ported Tuesday. 

“Anti-Saudi sentiment is deep- 
ly ingrained among most of the 
Western troops serving in Opera- 
tion Desert Storm,” reporter 
Christopher Walker wrote from 
eastern Saudi Arabia. 

“Resentment among the Brit- 
ish troops increased when, on the 
first Sunday after the air war 
began, the Saudi authorities ban- 
ned a mass Christina church ser- 
vice for members of the Fourth 
Armoured Brigade,” Walker 
wrote. 

“In addition to feeling the lack 
of traditional facilities for rest 
and recreation, die British sol- 
diers are unhappy that they are 
supposed to disguise their reli- 
gious faith and about censorship 
of mail sent to them. Most of the 
British tabloid newspapers 
favoured by the troops are ban- 
ned,” the report said. 

The Times reporter quoted 
Corporal Stephen Quairby accus- 
ing Saudis of hypocrisy on issues 
such as alcohol and sex. 

“We know that they go over 


ATHENS (AP) — Rejecting the 
stance of Turkey's president, 
Greece has equated the Cyprus 
problem with the situation of 
Kuwait. 

“Cyprus is an independent 
country that was invaded, today 
has occupation troops on it and is 
divided,” Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis said. 

He made the comments at 
Athens airport after meeting with 
Cyprus President Geroge Vassi- 
bou, in the capital for a three-hour 
visit 

Mr. Mitsotakis was responding 
to remarks made Sunday by Tur- 
kish President Tnrgut Ozal in an 
interview with a Greek television 
station. In the interview, Mr. Ozal 
said tha t Kuwait and Cyprus were 
“two di ffere n t tilings” and should 
not be linked. 

Earlier, government spokesman 


•J*I think it’s very- rare now -for 
people to leave Kuwait,” said 
Mohammad, citing petrol shor- 
tages and foe risk of air raids. 

Only a trickle of cars crossed 
the lonely border post on Tues- 
day and 40 people were at a 
transit camp meant to hold 5,000 
refugees. Only 100 people passed 
through the camp on Monday. 

“The Palestinian people are 
the ones who have stayed because 
they have nowhere else to go,” 
said Mohammad. 

His wife said many Palestinians 
still in Kuwait were from the 
Gaza Strip and had no recognised 
travel documents. 

“Even if I found gold in Kuwait 
I would not go back,” said a car 
dealer who said be was returning 
to his farm in Yemen. “Kuwait 
for me is finished.” 

Several refugees reported 
seeing a burning Jordanian oil 
tanker early Tuesday near the 
Iraqi town of Al Rutbah, 120 
kilometres from the border. 

Refugees crossing into Jordan 
have earlier reported seeing cars 
and buses burned and damaged 
on the highway connecting Bagh- 


tbe causeway to drink in Bahrain. 
Everyone knows that they are 
hypocrites, so why don’t they at 
least let us have a beer when we 
are fighting, and maybe dying, to 
defend their conntry?” Cpl. 
Quairby was quoted as saying. 

Walker said British troops have 
been promised they will be 
allowed alcohol when they reach 
Kuwait CSty. 

The report also quoted Lance 
Cpl. Gavin Dobson as saying that 
Muslims in Britain “are going to 
feel a backlash when the soldiers 
return.” 

“We are fighting for their 
country here, yet we have had to 
obey all of their rales during the 
months that we have been here 
and even now that the fighting 
has started,” the Lance corporal 
said. 

“They make os obey their 
rales, but so far the Muslims in 
Britain have been able to behave 
according to their own customs. 
That is unfair and it has got to 
scop." 

Walker said British officers 
appeared embarrassed by the cor- 
porals’ comments during an orga- 
nised tour of a supply base. 

The Times said the report was 
subject to allied reporting restric- 
tions. 


Vyron Polydoras said “the Cyprus 
problem has been objectively equ- 
ated with the Kuwait issue, since 
we are speaking in terms of an 
invasion by foreign troops.” 

Mr. Vassiliou said he hoped 
“Cyprus will be dealt with in 
accordance with United Nations 
resolutions" when war ends in the 
Gulf. 

The Eastern Mediterranean is- 
land has been divided since. 1973, 
when Turkish troops invaded and 
occupied its northern third after a 
failed Athens-backed coup by 
Greek Cypriots seeking union 
with Greece. 

Turkish Cypriots unilaterally 
declared independence in 19S3, 
but the breakaway state has only 
been recognised by Turkey. 

A series of U.N. resolutions 
have called for the withdrawal of 
all .foreign troops from Cyprus. 


dad with the bonier which has 
been under constant allied air 
attack. 

Curfew 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israel, struck by several Iraqi- 
fired Scud missiles since the war 
broke out three weeks ago, has 
equipped all Israelis with gas 
masks but says it doesn’t have 
enough for every Palestinian. 

— Israel hopes the Gulf war 
can expedite efforts to free seven 
soldiers taken prisoner or missing 
in action in Lebanon, Defence 
Minister Mosbe Arens said. 

Uri Slonim, a legal adviser on 
the cases, added Tuesday that. 
Israel held Iran and Syria re- 
sponsible for them, saying they 
were held by organisations under 
these countries’ sponsorship. 

Mr. Arens suggested on Israel 
Television Monday night that 
Israel could be part of an overall 
prisoner release once attempts 
axe underway to free pilots cap- 
tured by the Iraqis. 


Greece equates 
Cyprus with Kuwait 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-fo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

' JEL. 604676 604696 " 

P.O.BOX 7806 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage . 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



The first & best 

Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circks. Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

630%fidnight 

TeK *3*968 


P £ yl | Nc'' flU RANT 


AUTHENTIC! 
CHINESE | “ 
CUISINE 


elegant 

colorful atmo . 

moderate pnci-s 


:re 


shemisani_iel :060250 
(closed on Mondays) 



TEL: 621 775 
TLX : 23 0 23 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


FAX : 656 270 
POB : 315 408 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

‘ \ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop youT colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
gtzm 30% laryer 

* From mnlarg o- 
nMMit 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 








FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 

7.30-TI.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520. 



4 Rent & Sale 


Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and[ 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please; 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
"tax: 810520. 


- l -frc L ) ^■ =1 - L3 

71 wR&jency Palace Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 




RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IliUNITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P0. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 238S8DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 








Sports 


ttmeS- WEDNESDAY, 


America’s bad boys beaten in 
San Francisco tennis doubles 


SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies) 
— Andre Agassi and John McEn- 
roe, playing doubles together for 
foe first tune, nearly beat the 
fourth-seeded team in the Vofve 
Tennis-San Francisco Tourna- 
ment. 

Agassi and McEnroe, Amer- 
ica's bad boys who have been 
critical of each other in the past, 
held a match point at 5-4 in the 
third set against Neal Broad of 
South Africa and Kevin Canon 
of Austin, Texas. 

But Curren's volleys and 
Braod’s serving saved foe ranked 
pair. They broke Agassi in the 
tenth game, then Omen served 
out the two-hour match 1-6, 7-6 
(7-2), 7-5. 

Agassi had not played a match 
in right weeks, while McEnroe 
was sidelined for three months. 

“We were both motivated to 
play,” McEnroe said. “I don’t 
use doubles foe way I used to. I 
did this to get my feet wet. If we 
played seriously we would be a 
great team. But I can’t make a 
commitment to do that.” 

On paper, a McEnroe-Agassi 
win would have been a 
tremendous upset. Agassi’s dou- 
bles rank is 525. McEnroe’s has 
fallen to 343. Broad and Curren 
are doubles specialists, ranking 
15th and 29th respectively. 

Tournament director Barry 
MacKay was happy enough with 
foe result since Civic Auditorium 
was filled to its capacity of 6,319. 

“Both John and Andre wanted 
more court time,” MacKay said. 
‘This wasn’t a hokey deal. It was 
kilting a lot of birds with one 
stone.” 

In a late angles match, third- 
seeded Brad Gilbert of the Un- 
ited States got past German Pat- 
rick Knhnen 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 

Id earlier matches, fifth-seeded 


Tim Mayotte, trying to make a 
comeback under the coaching of 
Bille Jean King, defeated Tomas 
CarboneQ 6-4, 7-6 (8-6). 

Mayotte used an overhauled 
serve and sharp volleys to dose 
out the Spaniard, who ranks 77th. 
But it took him three match 
points in the second-set tiebreak- 
er to win it 8-6. 

A top 10 player in 1988 and 
1987, Mayotte is ranked 37th. 

“I was pleased with the 
match,” said Mayotte, who didn’t 
win a tournament last year fen: foe 
first time since 1984. “Billy Jean 
King and T have been making 
te chnical changes in my game for 
two and a half months. They are 
drastic changes for me. At (age) 
30, it’s pretty tough. 

“She thinks I can break 
through to 8 higher level,” be 
said. “I thought if she can help 
Martina (Navratilova) at 34, what 
the hell,, why not do it.” 

In other matches, Luis Herrera 
of Mexico upset ho. 8 seed Gary 
Muller of South Africa 6-4, 7-6 
(7-4). Herrera ranks 107th and 
Muller 54th. 

Alexander Mronz of Germany 
beat U.S. Davis Cup doubles 
specialist and tournament quali- 
fier Rick Leach, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3. 
Udo Riglewski, also of Germany, 
sidelined qualifier Marcus 
Ondranska of South Africa, 6-1, 
63. 

Top-seeded Andre Agassi is 
scheduled to play Jeff Tarango 
followed by Andrew Sznajder 
against fourth-seeded John 
McEnroe, a late entry. 

Agassi, defendi n g tournament 

champ ion, win be making his first 
co m pe ti tive appetence since his 
controversial default in singles 
against Australia last December 
at foe Dav» Cup in Florida. 

McEnroe d r op p ed out of an 


Italian tournament to play hero 
because of a fear of flying interna- 
tionally at this time, tournament 
director Barry McKay .said. 

McEnroe will play his tennis 
dose to home in the craning 
weeks rather than travel to 
Europe to compete, tournament 
organisers said Monday. 

McEnroe has taken a wild card 
spot in next week’s U.S. Pro 
Indoor Tournament in Phi- 
ladelphia rather than play in 
Brussels. 

“He asked (ATP) four officials 
if be did not have to go to Europe 
and they rearranged tilings so 
that he still honoured his commit- 
ment to play t ennis in the sche- 
duled week,” said U.S. Pro In- 
door spok e s man Sue Ellen Foley. 

The ATP will try to add 
another star player to the Brus- 
sels field to replace McEnroe 
next week, accord in g to tour offi- 
cial Weller Evans. 

“We will continue to try to 
bolster the field in Brussels,” 
Evans said from tour headquar- 
ters in Ponte Vedra Beach, Flor- 
ida. 

“Boris (Becker) has had a pas- 
sing interest in Brussels and he 
certainly hope he would play, 
which would certainly soften the 
Mow of a loss of a player like 
McEnroe.” 

Other players have decided to 
change their travel plans because 
of the war. 

Erie Jelen of Germany and 
Fren ch ma n Yannick Noah chose 
to stay is Europe instead of com- 
ing to the United States. Jelen 
was excused from Philadelphia 
and Noah from San F ra ncisco. 

Most players, however, are 
competing as scheduled. 

Agassi and Michael Chang are 
keeping their European commit- 
ments, Evans said. Agassi is set 
to play Brussels, while Chang is 


already in Milan and will also 
play in Brussels. 

Czechoslovak Ivan Lendl, who 
resides in Connecticut, is playing 
in Milan tins week and in Phi- 
ladelphia the week after. 

“It doesn't seem to bother 
tom,” said Evans of the Trans- 
Atlantic Trips. 

McEnroe’s decision to skip 
several European tennis tourna- 
ments turned a British sports 
columnist into a tongue-in-cheek 
travel agent Tuesday. 

Ian Wooldridge, a sports writer 
for the Daily Mail, drew up a 
11,000-mile (23 ,300-kflometre) 
route that would get McEnroe 
from New York to Wimbledon 
for the July Grand Slam event 
without once stepping near an 
airport. 

Wooldridge’s intmeraiy, com- 
piled with foe help of a local 
travel co mpan y, included train 
travel from New York to Edmon- 
ton. Alberta; two buses from 
Edmonton to White Horse, 
Alaska- a rental-car drive from 
White Horse to Anchorage; a 
sled-dog team from Anchorage to 
Nome; a boat ride across the 
Bering Strait from Nome to 
Siberia; hitchhiking from Siberia 
to Vladivostok; trains from Vla- 
divostok to Calais, France, via 
Moscow and Paris; a walk 
through the unfinished channel 
tunnel to Dover, England; a train 
form Dover to London’s Victoria 
Station; and a subway ride — 
with one transfer — from Victor- 
ia to Wimbledon. 

“It is perhaps only fair to warn 
him however,” Wooldridge 
wrote, “that, by their calcula- 
tions, (the travel agents’) experts 
believe this route over about 
14,000 miles should get him to 
Wimbledon only a day or two 
after die men’s singles final is 
over.” 


Organisers deny Commonwealth Games in danger 


VANCOUVER, British Col- 
umbia (R) — Organisers of the 
1994 Commonwealth Games in 
Victoria, British Colombia, has 
strongly denied a report that the 
games were in danger of collapse 
because of scheduling conflicts 
with the European Athletics 
Cbampioaships. 

Chief executive Ron Longstaf- 
fe said the Victoria Common- 
wealth Games Committee 'was 
working on a compromise with 
org ani sers of the Helsinki event, 
also scheduled for August, to 
allow nmneis to compete in both 
championships with ample rest 
time. 

“We would put the distance 
events at the bade end of our 
schedule and we are asking them 


to put tiie distance races at foe 
front end of their schedule, to 
give the athletes as much recov- 
ery time as possible,” Longstaffe 
told Reuters. 

The Victoria Games, sche- 
duled to take place between Aug. 
18 and 28, 1994, follow foe Hel- 
sinki competition by 10 days. 

A British press report sug- 
gested the Commonwealth 
Games were in danger of dying 
unless organisers were wiffing to 
change (fetes to allow Britain to 
send a full-strength team. 

The London Times stray pre- 
dicted that after the Helsinki 
Games Leading athletes from Bri- 
tain and Kenya would choose to 
remain on the lucrative European 
circuit rather than seek Common- 


wealth medals. 

But Longstaffe said foe sche- 
duling squeeze affected only ab- 
out 15 British mkkfle-and long- 
distance runners out of a total of 
2,500 Commonwealth athletes 
from 50 countries. 

He blamed the managers of the 
professional athletes involved for 
creating the controve rsy . 

“if we’re just a lower-class 
event, what are they making such 
a fuss about,” he said. 

Longstaffe mrixterf that the 
Commonwealth Games still car- 
ried enormous prestige. 

“A Commonwealth Games 
medal is still prized and valued 
among Commonwealth athletes,” 
be said. 


Longstaffe added that the 
games, organised around a games' 
village on foe University of Vic- 
toria campus, could not be re- 
scheduled for a later date. 

“If you put it back into 
September, foe university says it 
interferes with our academic 
year," he said. 

Re-scheduling them ahead of 
the European Championships 
also woukl net work, be said, and 
would prejudice probable televi- - 
sion coverage from the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

“We are in a squeeze, our 
dates were set well ahead of the 
European Trade and Held Cham- 
pionships,” he said. 


Leonard to join greats at Madison Square Garden 


NEW YORK (AF) — The site, 
as much as the fight, is behind 
Sugar Ray Leonard’s first New 
York appearance since he was an 
amateur. 

“When my career is over I will 
be able to tell my kids I fougfrt at 
Madison Square Garden," said 
Leonard, who boxed in a U.S.-- 
Britain dual meet at the Felt 
Forum in the present garden 
complex in 1973. 

The 34- year-old Leonard, a 
boxing superstar since he came 
home from the 1976 Olympics 
with a gold medal, win debut in 
the main arena Saturday night in 
a bid to win the World Boxing 
Councfl (WBC) super welter- 
weight title from Terry Noiris. 

“It has real foeamng,” Norris 
said of his chance to fight in the 


garden. “It’s where all the great 
champions made their names.” 

Sinrc the 23-year-old Norris 
turned pro in 1986, however, 
there have only been three cham- 
pionship matches in the garden* 
There were two within four days 
in January 1941. 

The present Madison Square 
Garden is the last of four New 
York buildings to bear that name, 
although the cu r rent one is neith- 
er square nor on Madison Ave- 
nue. It’s round and sits between 
seventh and eighth avenues. 

For modi of this century, the 
garden was the centre of the 
boxing universe. There were 205 
boxing shows in the garden in the 
1930s* 280 in the 1940s, 275 in the 
1950s and 175 in foe 1960s. In the 
1970s and 1980s, there were less 
than 100 shows. 


The first Sugar Ray, the 
greatest and the Great John L. t 
all fought in the garden. 

Sugar Ray Robinson made his 
pro debut in a four-round pre- 
liminary in 1940 in the third of the 


four gardens. He also first be- 
came a world champion there, 
scoring a 15-round decision over 
Tommy Befl 'for the welterweight 
title before a crowd of 15,670 on 
Dec. 20, 1946. 


Gascoigne fit to face Cameroon at Wembley 




LONDON (R) — Paul Gas- 
coigne, England’s inspirational 
young midfielder who rose to 
pro mi nence during the World 
Cup, is fit to play against Came- 
roon in Wednesday’s re-match of 
their Italia 90 quarter-final dash. 

Gascoigne missed Tottenham’s 
first division draw with Leeds 
Saturday, sufferi ng from a high 
temperature and groin strain, for 
which he had been receiving pain- 
killing injections. 

He was left out of England’s 
European Championship qual- 
ifying match against Ireland in 
November, but bis return to fit- 
ness is a relief for manager 
Graham Taylor who^is-without 
midfielders DavidHPISft, Steve 
McMabon and Ned Webb. 

Their. absence could mean a- 


place for framer captain Bryan 
Robson, who has not played an 
inte rnational since hobbling OUt 
of the early stages of the World 
Cup last June. 

The Manchester United skip- 
per, capped 87 times, has fought 
his way back into the internation- 
al squad after a double ac hfll c s 
tendon operation. 

Cameroon, beaten 3-2 by Eng- 
land in the World Cup quarter- 
final, have doubts about their 
captain Stephen Tataw who has 
an ankle injury'Which he had 
strapped during Monday’s train- 
ing session. 

If Tataw is able to play, only 
dreadlocked striker Cyrille 
Makanaky will be missing from 
die Cameroon World Cup tide. 

Veteran Roger Milla, whose 





Roger M&ta 


Milla back to grace Wembley 


LONDON (R) — Roger Milla, 
foe veteran Cameroon susbtitnte 
striker whose four goals helped 
his tide reach the World Cup 
quarter-finals last year, is prepar- 
ing to pull on the green, red and 
yellow strip one more time. 

Milla, who at 38 was the second 
oldest player in die World Cup 
finals in Italy, is making another 
comeback from retirement to 
play in Cameroon’s prestigious 
soccer friendly against En gland at 

Wembley Wednesday. 

IBs efforts to find a European 
dufr> wtiting-jto ‘pay 'his askinfg-- 
price . this season bave frtiled axtd - 
he has darned to-botiness and‘>- 
managjng a Cameroon dub. 

But the man whose hip-shaking 
wiggle at the coiner post after 
each of his four World Cup goals 
— all scored after craning on as a 
substitute — turned him into an 
instant celebrity, readily accepted 
the invitation to play at Wemb- 
ley. 

Tm not playing regular foot- 
ball any more, but Tm happy to 
play fra Cameroon if they need 
me,” he said Monday. 

‘it’s a pleasure to play at 
Wembley, ram of the world’s 
most famous stadiums. We are 
very happy to be the first African 
team to play there.” 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAH HIRSCH 
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CHOOSING A TRUMP SUIT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K 

7 Q 8 6 2 
J 8 5 4 
KQJ3 
EAST 
* 8 7 3 2 
9 5 

V A Q 10 7 2 
4 9 8 4 
SOUTH 

* A Q J 10 9 5 
V A J 73 
v Void 
4 10 7 S 


4 

WEST 
4 64 
? K 10 9 4 
0 K 9 6 3 
4 A 6 2 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 4 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

2 ? 

Pass 

3 7 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Three of C- 
AI1 the books will tell you that a 
combined 4-4 major-suit holding 
provides the best fit for game. It is 
flexible and ruffs can be taken in 
either hand without losing control. 
But when the 4-4 fit is weak, a solid 
six-carder can make a better trump 
suit, as this hand from a team match 
demonstrates. 

Played in four beans with a dia- 
mond lead, declarer was forced to 


ruff immediately. Double dummy, 
the contract could have succeeded 
by not touching trumps, but once 
declarer went after trumps 10 tricks 

proved elusive. 

In the other room the bidding 
went as shown. Here, too, the 4-4 
heart fit was located, but South re- 
jected it in favor of the strong spade 
suit. 

Once again the opening lead was 
a diamond and declarer ruffed, but 
this time the trump suit was not 
weakened fatally. Declarer drew 
trumps in four rounds, leaving just 
one trump in the closed hand. West 
was forced to hold up when declarer 
led the ten of clubs, and hold up 
again when another club was contin- 
ued to prevent declarer from scoring 
three tricks in that suit. 

Declarer realized that a third 
round of dubs would be futile. A 
defender would win and force opt 
South's last trump with a diamond, 
and the defenders would have suffi- 
cient tricks to defeat the contract. 
Instead, declarer tried the heart fi- 
nesse, and though this lost and 
hearts didn’t break, declarer 
amassed six trump tricks, two hearts 
and two clubs, just enough for 
game. 



Andy Capp 


ARE VOL/ EVER GOING- 
TO TAKE ME TO THAT 
RESTAURANT LIKE 
VOJ PROMISE&T 




YSoS 


WE'LL GET 
ROUND 
TO ITONE 
OF THESE 
DAVS 



JUST WANT TO 
HAVE A LOOK 
AT IT- J HAVEN fT 
SEEN IT FORA 
COUPLE OF YEARS 


THE FAMOUS SERGEANT OF 
THE FOREIGN LESION LOOKS 
SAD TONIGHT... IS HE 
THINKING OF THE PAST? 


HAS HE FORGOTTEN THE 
SLOGAN OF THE LEGION. 
'‘JENEREGRETTE RlEN"? 
* 1 REGRET NOTHING 5" 



I REGRET THAT I DRANK 
THAT LAST ROOT BEER.. 


tear goaB hdped Cameroon h®- 

fost African nanonto 
readx foe WraM Cop 
finals, has crane 

to fink up again with Francois 

afe at foe conwr post aft® 
WoridOrpgoaltron^to^ 
an instant celebrity, readily 
accepted tlw invitation to play 
Wembley. 

“It’s a pleasure to ptay« 
Wembley, one of fo e 
most famous starnmns, be saw 

M Bj}S scorer of tbcgpd 
beat Argentina m ^ 
game in Italy- P*»y* 

Mdivitioii side Rrames 
currently foe fond tagbest scorer 
in foe league with U- 

Cameroon are expected to pug 
Joscpb-Antoine Bell in god “J 
the Bordeaux keeper could find 
himself facing Chris Waddle, the 
Marseille winger who scored 
a pimt him last Friday. 

Robson was named 


palace striker I®J 


Wright, whose goals have 


land side Tuesday, ft showed six 
changes to . foe side which drew 
with Ireland. 

Arsenal goalkeeper David Sea- 
man takes over from Chris 
Woods of Glasgow/ Rangers for 
his' fourth cap and midfielder 
Trevor Steven and Ga sco ign e are 


Crystal 

leange and to last 
Cop final, wfll make ta* ioteroa ' 
tioul debut. l u-i t j -r 

Cameroon’s tending 
official said Tuesday be wanted 
to invite England to P * 8 ? *° 
^ M i r m ia ml in Africa m vccca k 
ber— if he could find a senior 
Fn gKsh F.A. representative to 
receive the invitation. 

Simon Npkam, the new pro ; 
f Ufj ir of the Cameroon FbotbaB 
jfedonricn. darned no leading FA- 
bad come to meet him m 

file two days has «dc had bro m 

London preparing for Wednes- 
day’s friendly against Engl a n d at 
Wembley. 

“We have been invited hereto 
pfey and I cannot understand why 
they would leave thefrgnests 
without any attention. Perhaps 
they could not come because or 
foe cold weather," said Njftam. 

“I hope someone can come and 
meet me as I want to pa* on a 
formal invite.” 

David Barber, the F.A.’s 
<nn officer, said he bad been 
with tiie Cameroon squad since 
their arrival and denied claims he 
had failed to make himself known 
to the management. 


MUla retired from top dub 
level almost two years ago after 
playing fra five French dubs — 
Montpellier, Monaco, St Etien- 
ne, Bastia and Valenceimes — 
but returned on orders of foe 
president for the World Cup. 

Only last month he said he had 
given op foccer for good 

But one of the con di tions be- 
lieved to have been laid down by 
tiie English Football Association 
for Cameroon to grace the 
Wembley stage was that they 
would field their World Cup tide, 
including tl^ie crowd-puDnig MO- ^ 

k- ’ . ’’V ; 

| Heis^to ected to play 'only far ;; 

Milla returned to Cameroon as 
a sup e rs t ar after the World Cup, 
having tiie honourary tide of 
prince bestowed upon him and 
being voted African Footballer of 
the Year for a second time. 

He has become a roving 
ambassador for his country and 
Monday, just hours after train- 
ing, left for Spain on a 24-hour 
business trip — one of the 43 
countries he has vitited since his 
World Cup heroics. 

“England are a good country 
but we feel all right about 
the match. We have come to play * 
good football like we (fid in Ra? 
ly,” MUla said 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“If they really wanted our busi- 
ness the/d accept credit cards!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


> Unscramble these four Jumbles, . 

f one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SWEYI 

N 


nc 




wtHsitetel ,ew 

Chw Catena if p. 


OSOGE 


TEE 

/ "i 


DEECES 


:xn 





BEHREY 


rim 

□ 

□ 


WHAT IT TAKES 
TO *VR\VLE v 
ONE'S TONGriJE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Answer here 


•■ [nni mnn 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: TRUTH 
Answer 


PRIZE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
EMBARK GULLET 


He seemed to be sawing wood In his slumber 
because this was In It— "LUMBER" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


David Pas tan 


ACROSS 
1 Steed 



t 

z 

3 

4 

5 Picasso 
10 Grayish- white 

13 




13 Top of the 
head 

14 Cartography 

IB 









15 Small group 

16 Pelvic bones 

17 Small amount 

18 Mound 

19 Templeton 

20 — off (anger) 

21 Kingdom 

22 Canoe 

24 Knight 

25 Molts 

27 Like a tundra 

32 Nautical calls 

33 Summon 

34 Law gp. 

35 Mean 

36 Diaphanous 

37 Curtail 

38 Amazed 

39 Darjeeling and 
hyson 

40 Ray 

41 NASA event 

43 Roata 

44 Actress 
Merkel 

45 Tierra del — 
47 Gasconade 

50 House: Sp. 

51 Demolish 

55 Ms Magnanl 

56 Pseudonym 

57 Old oath 

58 Pilcher Nolan 

59 Humongous 

60 Caroled 

61 Outer abbr. 

82 Failed Ford 
63 Low card 

DOWN 

1 Samoan city 

2 Bagel 

3 "1 cannot 
tell — " 

4 MD flower 

5 Duke and 
Hears! 

6 Open 
courts 


hie. 


1 Some parlies 

8 Deficiency 

9 Fuli of: suff. 

10 Solo 

11 Foundation 
timber 

12 — oak 

15 Gbt. region 

21 Feel 

remorse 

23 Commercials 

24 Stag 

25 Serape 

26 OT prophet 

28 Hwys. 

29 Brilliance 

30 Cuts 
open 

22 Stage extra 

32 Rhyme 
__ scheme 

33 Cook 

36 Xyst kin 
40 Droop 

42 Explosive 
letters 

43 Sneaky one 


J 

■ 

10 

11 

iz 

15 




IB 








— 

■ 

ZB 

J 

30 

■ 

34 




37 







j 





■ 

1 

51 

u 

S3 

u 

57 




So 




« 





-t—J 




JfsstBntay’s Puzzle Strived; 


UISQQ fcJLJBH LIT 

auma dqSd nHf 
QQBHnaQgSaaac 

nnn E HK9 aQUL3L 3t 

ypj2__iHnQQ rjnriF 

aaa e a § aa g Q gac 

g|l RP 




Customary 

practice 

47 Uncovered 

48 Gemstone 
g Med. subj. 
50 Attired 


52 Seaweed 
product 

53 Author 
Grey 

54 Nervous 
56 Brew 


H 
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Economists expect hard times 
for Saudi Arabia from rising 
war costs and lower oil prices 





By He?. ► 


—1 

3 


DHAHRAN (R) — Mushroom- 
ing war costs and falling oil re- 
venues will badly hit Saudi Ara- 
bia’s 1991 budget, which has 
already been delayed because of 
difficulties in predicting cadi 
flow, economists in the kingdom 
sad Monday. 

Nobody knows how modi the 
world's biggest oQ exporter will 
end op spending on the war witb 
Iraq. Riyadh postponed announc- 
ing its 1991 budget last December 
mainly for that reason. 

Bat economists estimate Saudi 
Arabia spent or pledged more 
than $30 billion to cover Gulf 
w™ costs even before the war 
broke out on Jan. 17. 

This easily dwarfed extra in- 
come g e n e rat ed by higher oil 
prices and production daring the 
last five months of 1990. 

“It’s a very grim scene,” one 
economist said. “They accumu- 
lated some revenues from added 
erode production but it didn’t 
measure against additional com- 
mitments.” 

“Costs now are much greater 
than projected. To find that 
money now while oil prices are 
dropping will be dtffionlt ... its 
gong to hit them really bad,” he 
said. 

Emergency spending devoured 
15 to 20 per cent of the kingdom's 
gross domestic product in 1990 
and more than doubled its pro- 
jected budget deficit of $6.7 bil- 
bon, the economists said. 

Sandi Arabia is covering fuel, 
food and bousing costs for nearly 
three quarters of a rmlfion foreign 
sokEers on its sofl. 

This c ommitm ent added to its 
own defence costs and arms deals 
with the United States totalled 
S1&2 billion in 1990, one eco- 
nomist said. Part of the arms 
deal, worth around $7 billion, 
was delayed at Washington’s re- 
quest. 

Riyadh also gave $6 bflBon to 
countries like Egypt, Turkey and 


Syria whose economies have been 
hurt by criris. It spent $1 billion 
on boasting its chil defence and 
gave another $560 million to 
Kuwaiti refugees in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Economists said Sandi Arabia 

— winch depends on oil for more 
than 60 per cent of Its income — 
also spent huge sums on boosting 
its own output to compensate 
world markets for the loss of 
Kuwaiti and Iraqi crude. 

This helped push international 
oil prices down to around $25 per 
barrel from a hi gh of $40. They 
had dropped at least $10 since the 
war began because of ov e rsupp ly 
and belief that the kingdom’s 
oilfields — winch contain a quar- 
ter of the world’s crude reserves 

— were not threatened. 

The economists said a new 
$13 >5 billion pledge by Saudi 
Arabia, announced by Washing- 
ton last week, was intended only 
for support to the U.S. military 
during the first quarter of 1991. 

If oO prices fall further Riyadh 
might have difficulty in coming 
up with the cash immediately, 
they said. 

“People are looking at Sandi 
Arabia and Kuwait as the 
greatest recipient of the foreign 
forces as weU as being big produc- 
ers of oil so they should just gulp 
and pay up,” one economist said. 

“But its a major amount of 
money for three months and 
doesn't include contributions to 
other forces or for reconstruction 
of Kuwait when the war ends,” 
he said. 

Another wild card was the cost 
of cleaning up a giant oil slick 
which threatens Sandi Arabia’s 
coastal industries, including de- 
salination and power plants. 

The Sandi government also 
spoil millions of dollars to shield 
die domestic economy from the 
Guff war, the economists said. 

It has recently cut back price ' 
rises for the state-owned Saudi 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Optimism fnefle d bv btilfish performances on other 

. c _r“_ ■_ t .- -=* =r- g_JL. »" « ■_! - " * r -*— *- ^ iikm 


Ordinaries, Intjca^jose 35.1 qjpmts to 1354.4. toil.-* 

TOKYO — Stocks dosed higher in heavy trading. Investors 
turned bullish oa Wall Street’s Monday gains, a stxongeryen, and 
higher bond prices, while shrugging off concerns about the Gulf 
war and bearish economic fundamentals. The Nikkei Index dosed 
up 534.21 points or 239 per emit to 23.821.57. 

HONG KONG — Sharp gains in New York and speculative 
buying of Blue drips sent the Hang Seng Index soaring 94.98 
points, or 2J9 per cent, to dose at 3,345.41. 

SINGAPORE — Rallies in New TdjOik and Tokyo sparked a 
baying spree. Ttw Straits Times industrials gained 13.34 points to 
1,286.99. Volume fait a 1991 high- 

BOMBAY — Institutional buying pushed the Bombay stock 
exchang e index up 18.25 points to 1,070.29. Volume was light. 

FRANKFURT — Shares finished mixed after opening sharply 
higher as a lack of follow-up orders and profit-taking wiped out 
most of the early gains. The Dax gained 3.82 points to 1,438.85. 

ZURICH — Prices rose on bade of gains in New York and Tokyo. 
The SPI rose 7.7 points or 0.82 per cent to 947.4 and the Blue 
Chips Index was up 9.6 points or 0.66 per cent to 1,472.5. 

PARIS — The market roared higher, climbing 1,56 per emit as 
investors snapped up stocks that have long underperformed the 
market. 


Arabian airlines and increased 
farm subsidies. 

Whatever happened, oil in- 
come alone would not help Saudi 
Arabia cover all its war costs, the 
economists said. 

It would most likely either bor- 
row more money through a 
domestic bond market, or have 
government-owned industries re- 
mit more profits. 

Other less likely options were 
thawing down its reserves, dip- 
ping into its IMF quota or bor- 
rowing money on the internation- 
al market 

Political considerations made 
the last options unlikely although 
bankers would find Saudi Arabia 
— which has no foreign debt — a 
promising risk, they said. 

“They will have a short-term 
payments problem but in the long 
ran, they control most of a vital 
commodity and are a good long- 
term lending prospect,” one eco- 
nomist said. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia has 
started to shuttle some refined oO 
products out of the Gulf in a bid 
to maintain export levels and gain 
some extra storage capacity, oil 
traders In the Gulf said Monday. 

SAMAREC, the kingdom’s oil 
refining and sales aim, issued a 
tender Monday to sell naphtha 
and fuel oil off Fujairah, in the 
Gulf of Oman, from floating stor- 
age by ship-to-ship transfer. 

“High insurance rates kept 
some tankers out of the Gulf, so 
to keep refineries going they must 
have decided to put some pro- 
ducts on water (for storage),” a 
Gulf-based ofl trader said. 

® Another said a Japanese sea- 
men union decision to stay out of 
Saudi Gulf ports, although it has 
now been reversed since last 
week, decreased the kingdom’s 
naphtha exports to Borne extent in 
January, and created storage 
problems at refineries. 

Otherwise, shipping and oil in- 
dustry sources said the Saudi 
decision to shuttle products out of 
the Gulf does not seem to be 
linked to any threat fo navigation 
in the waterway and most prob- 
ably had been prompted by com- 
mercial reasons. 

The world’s biggest crude oil 
exporter started to shuttle crude 
oil out of the Gulf last week to 
hdp,jtLj|pep nuuket. gtacp, and 
despite a diminishing threat to 
shipping in the waterway, the ofl 
indnstry sources said. 

Saudi Aramco, the state- 
owned ofl company, has char- 
tered three ultra-large crude car- 
riers (ULCCS) to use as floating 
storage including the world’s big- 
gest tanker, tire 516,895 tonne 
Kapitan MikaeHs. 

Saudi Aramco has so far 
offered etude only to developing 
countries including Tndi» t Pakis- 
tan, and the Phifippines. 


EC mini sters unblock 

■V 

funds for Syria 

BRUSSELS (R) — European community (EC) foreign ministers 
have unblocked $204 milli on in grants and loans to Syria. 

The decision, ending a four-year freeze on financial cooperation, 
was endorsed without debate at a ministerial meeting Monday. 

Relations between the 12-nation bloc and Syria were broken off in 
December 1986 over allegations that Syria was involved in terrorist 
attacks. 

EC sources said the decision to release the money was a r ew ar d for 
Syria’s participation in the anti-Iraqi coalition in the Gull 

U.S. aid said to 
reward Gulf 
allies, £. Europe 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Prcsdent George Bush’s 1992 
foreign aid budget seeks to re- 
ward Gulf war allies and to boost 
assistance to emerging democra- 
cies in eastern Europe, State De- 
partment officials raid Monday. 

The budget seeks $14.47 biflion 
in new foreign aid funding from 
Congress, compared to $13.56 
bflfion approved in 1991. 

Despite major cuts in some 
areas of overall U.S. spending, 
the status quo would be mam - 
tamed for Israel and Egypt, two 
key American allies in the Middle 
East and in the war effort and the 
largest recipients of U.S. foreign 
aid. 

They would receive $3 billion 
and $23 billion respectively. 

The U.S. has been grateful for 
Israel's decision so for not to 
retaliate against Iraqi Scud mis- 
sile attacks on Tel Aviv and other 
areas, fearing Israeli involvement 
in the war could weaken the Arab 
and Western coalition amassed 

a gainst Ba gh dad. 

In this environment, Israel re- 
cently requested $13 billion in 
additional aid to offset expenses 
caused by the war and by tin 
massive influx of Jews e migrating 
from the Soviet Union. 

Bush has told Jewish leaders 
his budget-strapped government 
would have trouble responding to 
tins request. But officials are 
asking Europe and Japan to try 
and help. 

Robert Baaeriem, an aide to 
Deputy Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagtebuxger, who briefed 
reporters . on the foreign ■ aid 
budget, said that Turkey would 
likely receive an increase. Aid 
requests far Turkey have run 
around $600 million in recent 
years. 

A budget document released 
by tiie State Department asserts 
that “establishing a secure and 
stable Middle East is among the 
most critical challenges that we 
now face.” 

“Accordingly, nearly three- 
fourths of security assistance re- 
sources (in the 1992 budget) are 
devoted to the countries in the 


Monday* February 4, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Strafing 


Bay Sd 

664.0 668.0 
13160 1323.9 
4S3.6 4563 


Swbs banc 

S3L4 

534.6 

Reach franc 

1333 

134.0 

Japanese yen (far 100) 

509.9 

513.0 

Dutch flwMw 

402.4 

4043 

Swedish crown 

121.1 

1214 

Itafiaa Kra (far 100) 

603 

60.7 

Belgian franc (far W) 

219.9 

2213 
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region either participating in Op- 
eration Desert Storm or pro- 
foundly affected by the crisis, 
such as Israel, Egypt, Turkey, 
Morocco, Oman and Jordan,” 
the document said. 

Jordan received about $20 mil- 
lion in U.S. aid in 1991 and State 
Department officials said that fi- 
gure is e xp ected to remain about 
the same. 

Bauerlein said the budget re- 
quests no aid for the Soviet Un- 
ion and is likely to include no new 
aid for Pakistan, but would cany 
over whatever funds were held up 
in 1991 when Bush was unable to 
meet a congressional mandate to 
certify that Islamabad does not 
possess a nuclear device. 

The 1992 request for eastern 
and central Europe is $470 mil- 
lion, a $30 million or eight per 
cent increase over 1991 that in- 
cludes $70 milli on for the new 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development. 

The White House, seeking to 
reverse a troubling decline in 
basic science relative to overall 
economic growth, jus proposed 
big increases in federal spending 
oa research arid development. 

But the lion’s share of the hikes 
would come in the field of milit- 
ary research. Increases in the 
civilian sector would be more 
modest under the proposed 

budget plan for the 1992 financial 

year that begins Oct. 1. 

President Bush proposed some 
$76 billion in federal funds for all 
mflitaiy and civilian research and 
development programmes — an 
increase of more than 13 jxxcent 
over currentT levels. ■* ; - “ 

Of the total, $43 biflion would 
be devoted to military research 
and development, a 14 per cent 
increase over current-year levels. 

The remaining $33 billion, rep- 
resenting a 10 per cent hike in 
spending, would be devoted to 
civilian programmes in science 
and engineering including medi- 
cine and space. 

Subsidy increases were particu- 
larly generous for such big-ticket 
research projects as the supercon- 
ducting supercollider, the 80- 
kilometre long atom smasher to 
be built near Dallas, and the 
human genome project, an inter- 
national project to map the struc- 
ture of human genes. 

The budget plan asks $16 bil- 
lion for space programmes, about 
13 per cent more than this year's 
spending. 

Among the major goals would 
be to enhance the reliability of 
the space shuttle programme 
while amnltaneously developing 
new launch capabilities to supple- 
ment the shuttle in the future. 

The budget of the National 
Science Foundation, which funds 
science and engineering research, 
would soar by 18 per cent. Funds 
for medical research disbursed by 
the national institutes of health 
would rise seven per cent, allow- 
ing funding of an additional 600 
grants, the administration said. 

Investments 
in Philippines 
drop 
sharply 

MANILA (AP) — Foreign in- 
vestments in the Philippines 
dropped more than 71 per cent in 
tire third quarter of last year, the 
central bank has said. 

The bank said new foreign in- 
vestments during the period 
amounted to $79 million, down 
from $282 ntilHr«i in the same 
quarter last year. 

The report also said capital 
withdrawals surged 261.1 per cent 
to $206 mfltirm in the first nine 
months of the year, np from $57 
million a year earlier. 


Curfew on Palestinians 
squeezes Israeli economy 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel is 
damaging its own economy by 
imposing a stiff curfew on Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
who normally pick the country's 
fruit and build its houses. 

The curfew has confined the 
1.75 million Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
their homes since the Gulf war 
began. It is meant to prevent 
unrest and attacks on Jews by 
Palestinians who staunchly sup- 
port Iraq and have cheered as 
Iraqi missiles landed on Israeli 
cities. 

As the economy slowly recov- 
ers from losses related to the 
missile attacks, construction and 
agricultural sectors are lagging far 
behind because of their depend- 
ence on cheap Arab labour from 
the territories. 

Under normal drcnmstances 
about 100,000 Pales tinians work 
in Israel, most in menial jobs. 

Rafi Melnik, a senior econom- 
ist in the research department of 
Israel's central bank, said the 
total loss in production for Janu- 
ary was $500 milli on, or one per 
cent of gross domestic product. 

“The damage to the construc- 
tion sector has very severe im- 
plications because there is 
already a critical shortages,” Mel- 
nik told Reuters. 

While 85 per cent of Israeli 
workers were back at work last 
week, only 40 per cent of con- 
struction workers returned, near- 
ly all of them Jews. 

Most construction workers are 


Palestinians who have been 
allowed to leave their homes only 
for short periods to buy food. 

“Every day the construction 
industry operates at its current 
pace, it is a loss of 15 million 
shekels ($75 million),” Melnik 
said. 

The absence of Palestinian 
labourers has slowed harvests of 
citrus fruit and flowers, two key 
agricultural e x ports. 

The independent Israeli dafly 
Haaretz criticised the curfew 
Monday, noting some 800,000 
tonnes of ripe citrus threatened to 
rot on trees. If its is not har- 
vested, $10 million a week could 
be lost, it said. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
said construction bad almost 
stopped at a time when be had to 
devote resources, already severe- 
ly stretched by an influx of im- 
migrants, to repairing and re- 
building some 3,000 apartments 
damaged by Iraqi missiles. 

Melnik estimated the damage 
to homes from missile attacks at 
about $100 million. 

Sharon said 125,000 new apart- 
ments must be build this year to 
keep pace with immigration. Ab- 
out 200,000 Jews immigrated to 
Israel last year, most of them 
from the Soviet Union, and offi- 
cials predict twice that number 
will come in 1991. 

Newspaper reports Monday 
said Sharon and Agricultrue 
Minister Rafad Eitan were press- 
ing the army to ease curfew res- 
trictions and allow workers back 


into Israel. 

Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens, who is in charge of the 
occupied territories, met West 
Bank mayors Monday to discuss 
ways to ease the curfew. 

“We are examining the possi- 
bility of bringing workers to 
Israel under supervision. It de- 
pends a lot on what happens in 
the field. If there are no disturb- 
ances, if the area is calm, I think 
this wifl be granted,” he told 
Israel television. 

The war has also strained the 
country’s defence budget with 
forces on high alert far Iraqi 
attacks. The government added 
$122 million to the defence 
budget Sunday. 

Israel’s economy has stagnated 
for three years due to the Palesti- 
nian revolt. Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August sent tourism to 
Israel plummeting and increased 
ofl prices. 

Melnik said some of the costs 
of tiie war may be offset by Israeli 
political gains in the Gulf war 
which could make it easier for the 
government to obtain foreign 
loans for the settlement of Soviet 
immigrants. Israel says it needs 
$20 billion in foreign funds over 
five years. 

But in Washington, President 
George Bush has told American 
Jewish leaders the United States 
would have difficulty meeting 
Israel’s request for additional aid 
to compensate for losses in the 
Gulf war and to help absorb 
Soviet Jewish immigrants. 


General 
Motors 
to cut 
1 5,000 
jobs 

NEW YORK (R) — General 
Motors Corp, the largest Amer- 
ican carmaker, said Monday that 
it would cut 15,000 jobs over the 
next two years and slash- foe 
dividend it . pays to shareholders 
nearly in half: ' ‘ ~ ' ' 

General Motors (G.M.), whidh 
is struggling to overcome a deep 
slump in sales, said it was cutting 
15 per cent of its North American 
white-collar work force by 19193, 
affecting 15,000 employees. 

G.M. cut the quarterly di- 
vidend on its common shares to 
40 cents a share from 75 cents. 
G.M., whose board met earlier 
Monday in New York, said it 
would cot capital spending by 
$500 mfllion a year to $7 billion 
annually through 1994. 

In a statement explaining the 
measures, G.M. Chairman 
Robert Stempel said the board 
“felt it was imperative at this time 
to recognise the economic impact 
that the turmoil in the Middle 
East and the recession have had 
on consumer confidence, and on 
the highly competitive automo- 
tive markets — particularly in 
North America.” 

Car sales have dropped be- 
cause of falling U.S. consumer 
confidence and sharp swings re- 
cently in the price of ofl, reflect- 
ing the conflict in the Gulf region. 

Sales of U.S.-made cars fell 3.1 
per cent last year to 6.88 million. 
G.M. suffered an even bigger 
drop than the industry as a whole. 

Stempel said G.M.’s profits for 
the fourth quarter and all of 1990, 
which are due to be released tins 
month, had declined “significant- 
ly” from year-earlier levels. 

G.M. also plans to cut costs by 
trimming back a ynngrwwime to 
award stock bonuses to execu- 
tives. 

G.M. mart* the announcement 
after the dose of trading in New 
York, but its stock fell 87.5 cents 
to $35.25 in after-hours ex- 


“There were a lot of people 
that were shocked by tins,” said 
Shearson Lehman Brothers 
analyst Joseph Phillippi. 
“They’re going to want to know if 
there are more serious problems 
at the company.” 

But he said he believed the 
move was positive and showed 
Gil was facing up to Ha prob- 
lems, including a bloated 
bureaucracy. 

“It basically reflects an under- 
standing of the reality of foe 
near-term situation, and a recog- 
nition of what it needs to do in 
the long term,” he said. 


TWO CARS FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

1- Rat Argents, 1985 model, with options and aircondition. 

2- Alpha Romeo - Alpha 90 (2500 cc), full options, 1985 model. 

For more information pleas* call the Italian Embassy 
— Tel. 838185. 


Dollar weakens 
against yen, mark 


LONDON (R) —The dollar was 
down slightly against the marie 
and tiie yen by midsession in 
Europe Tuesday following con- 
certed Western central bank in- 
tervention on Monday to try halt 
its fall against the German cur- 
rency. 

The dollar was quoted around 
1.4640 marks and 13035 yen at 
1330 GMT. It had closed in Lon- 
don Monday at 1.4660 marks, an 
all-time finishing low against the 
German currency, and at 131.00 
yen. . a 

Ip J5raqkfiirt,foe y.S. cnrrcogr^ 
was fixed at . 1.4624 marks, 'an- 
all-time low for the daily 'nridscfr**- 
sion setting in tiie German finan- 
cial centre. It was fixed there 
Monday at 1.4639. 

Some traders said the dollar 
could resume its slide against the 
mark if foe release of U.S. fac- 
tory. order data for December in 
Washington confirmed market 
perceptions of a weakening U.S. 


economy. 

One Fnmlrfmt trader said some 
European operators ought try to 
sell foe dollar below 1.46 marks 
to find out whether European 
and North American central 
‘bandk would act again to prop up 
the currency. That was the level 
at which tiie Federal Reserve, the 
U.S. central bank, intervened for 
a second time Monday. 

The (foliar had toadied a re- 
cord traded fow of 1.4570 marks 
in Europe Monday afternoon. 

Some dealers in London said 
foe. market- would also try to see . 
bow'rfar the dollar could, fall - 
against the yen. They noted tire 
dollar was some way off its all- 
time traded low against the yen of 
120.45 set on Jan. 4, 1988. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno said the central 
bank was ready to cooperate as 
needed witb other industrial na- 
tions to counter any collapse of 
foe dollar against the yen. 


Bonn takes steps 
to ease investment 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, facing rising public 
discontent in what used to be 
East Germany over the region’s 
sluggish growth rate, announced 
plans Monday to end legal bar- 
riers to investment and boost 
public works jobs. 

Dieter Vogel, Kohl’s spokes- 
man, said the federal cabinet 
would present legislation this 
week aimed at smoothing invest- 
ment, including easing of restric- 
tions on acquiring formerly state- 
owned companies and property. 

“Justice Minister Klaus Kinkel 
wfl] present legislation to the 
cabinet this Wednesday to better 
remove barriers to investment 
and accelerate steps towards pri- 
vatisation,” Vogel told a news 
conference. 

He said the government hoped 
to have the legislation through 
parliament by late March. 

The announcement was m«te 
after Kohl and several ministers 
held a fifth round of talks with 
German industrial and trade un- 
ion leaders on ways to boost the 
east’s recovery from four decades 
of communist economic mistium - 
agemenL 

Kohl agreed to promote public 
works jobs to combat unemploy- 
ment, but his spokesman did not 
elaborate. 

Eastern German unemploy- 
ment was running at 7.3 per cent 
in December, with some 642,000 
people out of work, compared 
with 6.8 per cent in tiie west But 
in the east, another 1.8 million 
people were on short-time work, 
a government-funded halfway 
home between work and unem- 


ployment, unknown in foe west 

Vogel said a key aim of the 
coming legislation was to relax 
restrictions on buying or renting 
state pro perty seized under the 
communists who were ousted in a 
1989 peaceful revolution. 

Western German industry and 
trade associations have com- 
plained that a backlog of unset- 
tled property daims has put the 
brakes on investment in the east. 

As part of a unity treaty gov- 
erning tiie merger of East and 
West Germany last October, eas- 
terners whose property or 
businesses had been confiscated 
by East Germany were given the 
right to file for return of own- 
ership. 

Opinion polls released just be- 
fore Kohl’s talks showed a grow- 
ing number of eastern Germans 
disappointed in economic growth 
so for and pessimistic about foe 
chances of catching up to wealthy 
western Germany. 

According to the news maga- 
zine Der Spiegel, the number of 
“ossies” (easterners) who said 
they were hopeful about the east- 
ern economy dropped from 77 
per cent in September to 58 per 
cent in January. 

Eighty -ax per cent said they 
unshed lower eastern wages 
would rise to match western 
levels within three years, but only 
39 per cent said they expected 
that to happen. 

A poll by the private research 
group on elections found that 
while 94 per cent of western 
Germans thought their job was 
secure, 60 per cent in the east 
believed theirs was endangered. 


FULLY FURNISHED. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully- 
equipped kitchen, spacious reception area, 90 sq.m. 
Available also are TV, video, aircond., Jequzi bath, 
independent telephone, centra) heating and car 
park. 

Location: Sixth Circle, Amra Hotel Str. 

For more Information please call 810303 
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®@rfeaeltew Issues tough tew 
m®ve against organised crime 


MOSCOW (Agencies) - In an 
intensification of the Kremlin’s 
law-and-order drive. President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has issued 
tough new measures against orga- 
nised crime. 

In a related development, au- 
thorities brought criminal charges 
against Artyom Tarasov, one of 
the country’s most successful en- 
trepreneurs. Reformers have 
alleged the criminal investigations 
of Tarasov is an attempt to discre- 
dit the economic reforms that 
haye allowed the expansion of 
free enterprise. 

Tarasov said Tuesday that he 
bad been denied television access 
to make a public apology to Gor- 
bachev over remarks he made in a 
newspaper interview in which he 
accused the Soviet leader of lead- 
ing a retreat from democracy. 

The new measures follow other 
indications of a hardening Krem- 
lin stance, including the bloody 
crackdown on the Baltic repub- 
lics, a presidential decree giving 
law enforcement agencies sweep- 
ing search-and-seizure powers, 
and the creation of joint police 
and army patrols. 

The Interior Ministry 
announced Tuesday that the num- 
ber of joint patrols will be in- 
creased from 1,740 to 2,636 
nationwide. Often, the patrols 


have 4 or 5 members. A spokes- 
man said the patrols have de- 
tained 5, (XX) people since they 
were begun on Feb. 1. 

Ministry spokesman Vladimir 
Yauchenkov said most of the 
arrests were for petty crimes such 
as theft and “cases of street hooli- 
ganism.” 

In Monday’s decree, Gor- 
bachev ordered the creation of a 
new “main directorate” wi thin the 
Interior Ministry to fight orga- 
nised crime, corruption and drug 
dealing. 

The directorate, together with 
the KGB, should “concentrate on 
uncovering, halting and investi- 
gating the activities of criminal 
groups that commit the most 
dangerous crimes and have inter- 
republic and international ... con- 
nections,” the decree said. 

The decree also gave the 
national government and the 15 
republics two months to form 
“inter-regional and regional In- 
terior Ministry troops to fight 
organised crime.” 

The troops will be under the 
new directorate, according to the 
decree, announced Tuesday on 
“Vremya,” the nationwide even- 
ing television news Programme. 

The Soviet press has reported in 
recent months about crime mobs’ 
activities, including protection 


rings, illegal currency trading and 
prostitution. According to the 
business newspaper Commersant, 
many of the mobs are based in 
Soviet Armenia, Azerbaijan and 

the Chechen region in southern 
Russia. 

“Vremya” also reported that 
the Interior Ministry “has brought 
a criminal case” against em- 
ployees of the foreign trade com- 
pany Istok, or Source, and its 

chief, Tarasov, a reputed mil- 
lionaire. 

Tarasov is a member of the 
Russian Republic’s legislature and 
has been an adviser to Russian 
Federation President Boris Yelt- 
sin. 

“Vremya” said Tarasov and his 
employees had been charged with 
“extortion of huge sums of 
money, and of finance and hard 
currency machinations.” The 
news programme showed consum- 
er electronics, icons and weapons 
allegedly seized at the company’s 
warehouse. 

Details of the charges were not 
immediately released by the au- 
thorities. 

“Artyom Tarasov is a purely 
criminal (character) mixed up in 
politics,” A.M. Biryukov, a 
senior Interior Ministry investiga- 
tor, told “Vremya.” 

Istok, founded in 1987, has 


several subsidiaries involved in 
trading Soviet goods with the 
West and marketing Western 
goods in the Soviet Union: 

In recent newspaper interviews, 
Tarasov accused Gorbachev of 
leading a retreat from democracy . 

and secretly agreeing to sell the 
Kuril Islands to Japan for billions 
of dollars. 

Tarasov said his comments re- 
flected .his private view. He said 
he was denied access to television 
to make an apology, demanded by 
Gorbachev, the independent news 
agency Postfactum reported. 

Tarasov said the deputy direc- 
tor of the state-run television 
“gave the order to the editor to 
cancel my interview on the phone 
in my presence. He motivated it 
by saying what I was offering 
could not be called an apology.” 

The reformist daily Komso- 
molskaya Pravda charged in a 
front-page article on Feb. 1 that 
the criminal investigation of Tara- 
sov was an attempt to discredit the 
Russian Republic’s government 
and the movement toward private 
businesses in the Soviet Union. 

Hard-liners have alleged that 
many of the thousands of coop- 
eratives that have flourished 
under Gorbachev are run by 
orgainsed crime rings. 


Reform fever g©ne ? 
Soviets fear the chill 


By Mark J. 

Toe Associated Press 
MOSCOW — In one joke mak- 
ing the rounds in Moscow, a small 
ad appears in a local newspaper: 
“Will exchange Nobel Prize for 
Stalin Prize.” 

The joke, steeped like most 
Soviet humour in irony and Sla- 
vic melancholy, captures the 
country’s gloom as the sixth year 
of perestroika draws to a close. 

The last flickering image of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev as 
the “Soviet savior” may have 
died on Jan. 13 along with defen- 
ders of the Lithuanian television 
tower. 

A president who won the 
NobdS Peace Prize in October and 
has been praised for his democra- 
tic instincts now rales largely by 
decree. One hand acts" with in- 
creasing firmness to hold the 
country’s 15 republics together. 
The other hand still shakes when 
it touches the levers of the eco- 
nomy. 

The joke builds a multi-level 
bridge tying Gorbachev the 
would-be liberator, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize, to the dictator 
Stalin. 

In the past four years, even as 
the economy worsened, there was 
hope Gorbachev understood and 
would solve everything. That 
hope is gone. 

“The people are tired of hun- 
ger and injustice,” said Nina Las- 
tovskaya, a journalist who joined 
300,000 others at a recent Mos- 
cow rally. “The president only 
promises.” 

“The people are afraid of dicta- 
torship,” she added. 

“Perestroika is over,” declared 
a middle-age Dmitri Seshko. 

Statistics indicate deaths have 
increased and births decreased in 
the Soviet Union. The consumer 
economy consists largely of bar- 
ter and rationing. Media that 
burst open with the joyful noise 
of glasnost are fighting new res- 
trictions. 

About 400,000 people emi- 
grated last year and millions more 
have at least contemplated it. 

Meanwhile, Gorbachev lost 
reform-minded 1 Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and top 
economic advisers; fudged his 
reaction to the Baltic bloodshed 
air; confiscated one-third of the 
money supply; broadened the 
power of the military and KGB in 
what is called a bid to control 
crime; and may have squandered 
his change to create a market 
economy. 

Gorbachev prodigiously built 
compromises and coalitions be- 
tween conservatives and refor- 
mers. He has won battle after 
battle in the Kremlin while the 
war to remake the country out- 
side passed him by. 

Now he is isolated and mis- 
trusted by both sides. 

As recently as July, pressed 
by resurgent. hard-liners, he man- 
aged to guide the Co mm u n i s t 
Party congress down a centre 
path. 

He retired Yegor K. Ugacbev, 
his chief hard-line critic. Refor- 
mers like Shevardnadze and Ale- 
xander Yakovlev left their polit- 
buro jobs top spots in the govern- 
ment. 

Gorbachev seemed to be trying 
to establish the dominance of the 
government over the Cmnmunist 
Party. At the same time he prom- 
oted obedient party bureaucrats- 

But Shevardnadze left the gov- 
ernment and Yakovlev’s status is 
unclear. And it seems hard-liners 
and loyal bureaucrats are talcing 


over the government as well as 
the party. 

Boris Pugo, a former KGB 
official, and Boris Gromov, the 
former Soviet commander in 
Afghanistan, ran the police. New 
Prime Minister Valentin Pavlov 
was finance minister last year 
when the government printed 50 
per cent mere rubles to cover 
budget deficits. 

Reform-minded Moscow histo- 
rian Yuri Afanasyev long was cue 
of Gorbachev’s most eager sup- 
porters. But a week after the 
bloodshed in Vilnius, he was 
leading the largest protest in a 
year in central Moscow in a chant 
of “resign, resign.” 

This time the target was not 
Communist Party conservatives, 
but Gorbachev himself. 

Boris Yeltsin warned in a mes- 
sage that citizens could not win a 
better diet and domestic peace by 
surrendering to dictatorship. 

Despite Gorbachev’s recent ac- 
tions, hard-liners are equally 
suspicious. 

Viktor Alksnis, a pro-Moscow 
Latvian, claims Gorbachev re- 
neged on promises to impose 
presidential rale in his Baltic re- 
public after a clash between 
Soviet and Latvian interior forces 
left four people dead. 

For all Gorbachev’s unpopular- 
ity, there appears to be no clear 
alternative. 

Yeltsin, Gorbachev’s toughest 
rival, vigorously protested the 
Baltic crackdown, but is political- 
ly weak. He could not push a 
resolution condemning it through 
his own Russian Federation par- 
liament. 

Establishment of joint army 
and Interior Ministry patrols 
throughout the country in effect 
told Yeltsin the Soviet military 
would take final responsibility for 
law and order in Russia. 

The country also seems to be 
nearly devoid of a governing 
ideology. 

Communist Party memberships 
has fallen. A truthful accounting 
of history appears to have dealt a 
fatal blow to Lenin’s legacy. 
Some Russians openly honour 
the last Romanov, Nicholas U. 

But the opposition, as in the 
time of Nicholas, is badly splin- 
tered and cannot agree on com- 
mon approaches. 

The hard-line military men 
now surrounding Gorbachev act 
much like the orthodox Com- 
munists who seized the Baltics 
and Eastern Europe in the 1910s. 

In the Baltics, they say they are 
out to protect the average work- 
ing man, who often is Russian or 
Ukrainian rather than Lithuanian, 
Latvian or Estonian. 

Sut it is their muscle that 
makes people pay attention. And 
the new policy promises only 
tinkering with the country’s fun- 
damental economic problems. 

Fared with this gloomy picture, 
Soveits must decide whether to 
hunker down s they have so often 
in the past, or whether they will 
fight back through the hundreds 
of small openings Gorbachev cre- 
ated in business, politics and the 
media. 

The question yet to be 
answered is whether perestrokia 
fundamentally changed Soviet 
people, who will insist on creating 
new lives for themselves and in 
the process change society from 
below. 

Gorbachev long has said that 
would be the measure of his 
success. But Ms words, and poli- 
cies, may now end up haunting 
him. 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Guerrillas have launched a big 
offensive against government 
positions in northwestern Cam- 
bodia to prevent attacks on U.S.- 
funded development program- 
mes, officials said Tuesday. 

More than 2, (XX) troops of the 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front (KFNLF) and fighters 
loyal to Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk began attacking positions 
around the district capitals of 
Svay Check and Phnom Srok in 
Battambang province Monday, 
liberation Front spokesman Ok 
Serei Sopheak said. 

Western diplomats in Bangkok 
said the offensive was designed to 
cut supply lines, and extend what 
the guerrillas call their “liberated 
zone” to facilitate the imple- 
mentation of a U.S.-funded de- 
velopment programme. U.S. offi- 
cials have said long-range govern- 
ment artillery had been shelling 
the area. 

The United States is pouring 
millions of dollars into parts of 
northwestern Cambodia control- 
led by non-Communist guerrillas. 
The programme, including the 
construction of hospitals schools, 
is aimed at winning popular sup- 
port for the non-Communists 
ahead of any peace settlement 
and possible U.N. -sponsored 
elections. 

The guerrillas used two cap- 
tured government tanks to attack 
positions on national Highway 6 
and provincial Highways 68 and 
69, Ok Serei Sopheak said. 

He said KPNLF troops had 
captured four government posi- 
tions as of Tuesday morning, but 
foiled to take Svay Check because 
of heavy resistance. 

Government artillery in the 
strategic crossroads town of Sis- 
pohon forced the guerrillas to 
pull back from the village of Ma 
Kak on Highway 69, Ok Serei 
Sopheak said. 

Ek Sereywath, spokesman for 
the Sihanoukist guerrillas, said 
that Monday, they had briefly 


occupied Phnom Srok town, 
which straddles the junction of 
national Highway 6 and provin- 
cial Highway 68. 

The Sihanoukists and the Li- 
beration Front are allied with the 
Communist Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas against the government 
Vietnam installed in Phnom Penh 
after invading in late 1979. 

On Monday, the guerrillas 
accepted Indonesia’s offer to play 
host to a meeting of the warring 
factions for further discussions on 
a draft U.N. peace plan. No date 
has been set for the meeting. 

Meanwhile Cambodia’s power- 
ful National Assembly chairman, 
Chea Sim, has said peace is “not 
far away” in his country, but has 
not dropped objections to a Un- 
ited Nations plan to end 12 years 
of civil war. 

“Peace is not very far away, 
therefore we must not let it get 
away,” Chea Sim said in a speech 
Sunday closing an assembly ses- 
sion. An Cambodian News Agen- 
cy (SPK) report was seen in 
Bangkok Tuesday. 

Chea Sim accused the interna- 
tional community of encouraging 
a return to power by the radical 
Khmer Rouge because of weak- 
nesses in the U.N. plan. 

His comments came as war 
spattered again on the Thai bor- 
der and Indonesian and French 
envoys passed through the region 
to try to nudge the various 
Cambodian factions and their in- 
ternational backers back to the 
negotiating table. 

However, Chea Sim said the 
military and political status quo 
should be maintained until elec- 
tions could be held. 

He objected to the planned 
U.N. transitional authority 
assuming governing powers over 
Cambodia. 

These should rest with the Sup- 
reme National Council, already 
set up with representatives of 
Vietnamese-backed Phnom Penh 
government and the three guerril- 
la factions allied against it. 


Italy’s ex-communist 
partjf in 


ROME (R) — The new Italian 
party which hopes to inherit the 
votes of 10 million Communists 
W 2 s left leaderless and deeply- 
split Tuesday only a day after 
rising from the ashes of what was 1 
the West’s largest Communist 
Party. 

Achille Occhetto, the last Ita- 
lian Communist Party leader and 
the man who masterminded its 
break with communism, said he 
would not stand for office again 
after failing to win election as 
head of the new Democratic Party 
of the left (PDS). 

Occhetto, who pushed through 
the creation of the PDS Sunday at 
the Italian Communists’ final con- 
gress, accused his opponents of 
acting irresponsibly by showing 
up divisions right at the very birth 
of the new party. 

“As far as I am concerned, I am 
not a candidate,” a disappointed 
Occhetto, 54, said in a statement 
after his defeat. The only candi- 
date for the PDS leader’s job, he 
fell eight votes short of the abso- 
lute majority required. 

Occhetto, who took over as 
Communist Party leader in June 
1988, said he felt he still had a 
majority in the new party and 
blamed his setback on a technical- 
ity. “What has happened is fairly 


unreal. I only hope it won’t de- 
press our comrades.” 

The PDS originally called a 
new meeting of its 531-member 
ruling body Tuesday for a second 
leadership vote, but later post- 
poned this until Friday, the delay 
underscored the difficulties in 
finding agreement on a new lead- 
er. 

Occhetto had to overcome bit- 
ter opposition to get his party to 
abandon communism and drop its 

hammer-and-sickle logo after the 
November 1989 collapse of the 
Berlin Wall. 

Hardliners who do not want to 
give up the Communist name 
walked out of the congress Sun- 
day, refusing to join the PDS. 

The party’s leftwing minority, 
reluctantly drawn into the PDS, 
fought Occhetto hard over the 
new party’s statutes at the con- 
gress and, together with its right- 
wing rivals, then rebelled against 
Ms stand on the Gulf war, 

Occhetto’s failure came as a 
complete surprise.. 

In their first reactions, govern- 
ment leaders scarcely hid their 
glee at the blow it dealt to the 
credibility of Italy’s largest 
opposition party and the coun- 
try’s second biggest political 
force. 


Pretoria 

► 

shuns 
world 
mediation 
in reforms. 

CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afri- 
ca, still smarting from decades of 
overseas pressure, thanked the 
■West Tuesday for planning to lift 
sanctions, but rejected any role 

for the outside world in helping to 
end apartheid. 

“I will not allow outside en- 
tities to come to our country to 
tell us how to solve our prob- 
lems,” Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha told reporters. 

“I really see no constructive 
role for the United Nations in 
South africa because we believe 
South Africans most resolve their 
problems themselves,” Botha 
said. 

“We know what our own prob- 
lems are.” 

Botha thanked the European 
Community (EC) and United 
States for their willingness to 
review sanctions in response to 
key reforms announced Friday by 
President F.W. de Klerk. 

The EC said it would lift a ban 
on imports of iron, steel and gold 
coins when parliament repeals 
laws classifying people by race 
and segregating housing and 
land. 

The United States said the me- 
asures announced by De Klerk 
were “a big step” towards com- 
plying with demands which would 
lead to the resumption of trade. 
Japan also warmly welcomed the 
moves. 

Botha reiterated the white 
minority government’s rejection 
of possible international media- 
tion in negotiations on ending 
apartheid and giving the vote to 
the black majority. 

The government is holding pre- 
liminary talks with Nelson Man- 
dela’s African Natural Congress 
(ANC) to arrange full negotia- 
tions on a transition to democra- 
cy. 

Botha said his remarks applied 
“to some extent” to an offer by 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to. help in the return 
of over 20,000 political exiles, 
though talks were continuing on 
this issue. 

Some anti-apartheid commen- 
tators, encouraged by the U.N.’s 
successful peacekeeping role dur- 
ing the transition to independ- 
ence in neighbouring Namibia 
last year, have said the U.N. 
might play a similar role in South 
Africa. 

The government, long cool to 
the United Nations because of its 
anti-apartheid embargoes on 
trade in oil and arms, says such a 
role would compromise its au- 
thority. 

Botha said South Africa had no 
difficulty in circumventing U.N. 
sanctions. “It is not a gret con- 
cern to us,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Cabinet Minister 
Gerrit Viljoen said Tuesday ra- 
cial segregation will be abolished 
in South Africa within months, 
but political apartheid will stay 
until a new constitution is agreed 
and implemented. 

Viljoen, minister of constitu- 
tional development and the gov- 
ernment’s chief negotiator, told a 
news conference in Cape Town 
the repeal of apartheid laws was 
not in any donbt. 

But De Klerk’s promise Friday 
to fell the remaining pillars of 
apartheid before mid-year could 
not affect immediately flic denial 
of voting rights to the country’s 
five-to-one black majority. 

“The present, existing racial 
classifications in the population, 
sanctions. “It is not a great con- 
cern to us,” he said. 


Kashmiris fight over 
homeland’s future 


KARACHI (R) — Kashmiri fac- 
tions fought with bamboo staves 
in Pakistan’s - commercial capital 
Karachi Tuesday as the country 
shut down for a day of protest 
against Indian rule of Kashmir. 

Police said two people were 
hurt when a group shouting 
“Kashmir will become part of 
Pakistan” confronted another 
chanting “Kashmir will become 


rale, prompting a tough security 

clampdown. 

Pakistan denies, fomenting the 

revolt, but Sharif said: “Kashmir 
is vital for the existence of Pakis- 
tan and the cause of their struggle 

for freedom could never be 



living in Pakistan 
took to the streets as' Pakistanis 
dosed shops and businesses after 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif de- 
clared the day a national holiday. 

Sharif urged Pakistanis to sup- 
port Kashmiris fighting to over- 
throw Delhi’s rule in the two- 
thirds of the mountain region 
constituting fee Itidian state *of 
Jammu and Kashmir. The re- 
maining third, Azad (Free) Kash- 
mir, is ruled by Pakistan. 

In Rawalpindi youths stoned 
cars and set barricades of tyres on 
fire. 

Witnesses said riot police stood 
by as about 100 Kashmiris fought 
out their differences over 
whether a unified Kashmir should 
become independent or part of 
Pakistan. 

More than 2,000 people died in 
Indian Kashmir last year as Mus- 
lim militants steppe up their 
armed campaign against Delhi’s 


... world attention was fo- 

cused os the Gulf war, it was 
important to remember that 
Kashmiris had long been suffer- 
ing at India’s hands, he said in a 

Kashmiri militants have com- 
plained that their battle has been 
forgotten because of fee Gulf war 
and that funding from the Gulf 
region, had dried up. 

India and Pakistan have fought two 
wars since 1974 over Kashmir and 

came dose to another last year. 

Referring to United Nations 
calls for a plebiscite to decide fee 
future of Kashmir , Sharif said 
that if U.N. decisions “could 
become a leverage to let loose 
hell in one part of the Muslim 
world, the sufferings of fee Mus- 
lims in other parts should not be 
ignored to serve the motives of 
usurpers.” 

At the rally called by the right- 
wing Jamaat-I-Islami religious 
party in Rawalpindi, speakers 
condemned alleged Indian atroci- 
ties. 


Brazilian union leader 


killed in Amazon state 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
lone g unm an shot to death union 
leader who defended poor rural 
workers against wealthy landown- 
ers in the remote Brazilian Ama- 
zon, human rights advocates have 
said. 

They said the gunman pumped 
three bullets into Expedito Ribe- 
iro de Souza’s head Saturday 
night near bis home in the jungle 
town of Rio Maria in the north- 
western state of Para. 

The killing recalls fee 1988 kill- 
ing of Chico Mendes, the leader 
of fee Rubber Tappers Union in 
the Amazon state of Acre. 

“Union members believe that 
large landowners in the area hired 
a gunman to kill De Souza,” said 
Inez Ethne, a spokeswoman for 
fee Catholic Church’s Pastoral 
Land Commission. She said wit- 
nesses to the murder were too 
scared to speak to police. 

Six weeks ago two ranchers 
were convicted of murdering 
Mendes in a trial that drew world 
attention to the plight of rural 
worker^ in Brazil and fee destruc- 


tion of fee Amazon rainforest. 

-The death of De Souza, a 43- 
year-old father of nine, follows 
fee killings of- four other union 
members in Rio Maria last April. 
Ethne said De Souza’s life had 
been threatened several times in 
the past two years. 

Anna De Souza Pinto, a Pastor- 
al Land Commission official in 
Rio Maria, said the threats were 
brought to the attention of then- 
justice Minister Bernardo Cabral 
in April following fee murders of 
the other four union members. 
Justice Ministry officials could not 
be reached for comment. 

According to the land commis- 
sion, only 17 cases have been 
brought to trial out of 1,566 kill- 
ings since 1964. > 

De Souza was a member of the 
Communist Party of Brazil and 
president of the Union of Rural 
Workers in Rio Maria. Sueli Bel- 
lato, one of the prosecutors in the 
Mendes trial, will be brought to 
the state of Para to follow the 
police inquiry into his death, Pin- 
tosaid. . 


6 bombs found at storage 
tanks near U.S. base 


WASHINGTON (R) — Six pipe 
bombs attached to inflammable 
storage tanks were found in a 
commercial port area in Norfolk, 
Virginia, near America’s largest 
navy base, U.S. officials said. 

Officials of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) said two 
explosive devices had been re- • 
moved from the methanol tanks - 
at the Allied Terminal Co. and 
that four other devices were also 
being disarmed. 

The officials said no one had 
claimed responsibility for the 
bombs. It was not known if there 
were any suspects. 

The officials said it was prema- 
ture to comment on the sophis- 
tication of the bombs. 

U.S. security has been stepped 
up in an effort to prevent possible 
Iraqi-inspired attacks. Norfolk is 
fee home of the largest U.S. 
Navy base, just 11 kilometres 
from where the bombs were 
found. 

Iraq has threatened to unleash 


a wave of attacks against U.S. 
interests around fee world, and 
FBI officials have been within the 
United States. 

FBI Director William Sessions 
told reporters fet the Norfolk 
incident was under investigation. 
He declined further comment. 

In Norfolk, fee huge methanol 
tank was drained to lessen the 
threat of an explosion and the 
surrounding area had been evacu- 
ated, officials said. 

“We really don’t know what we 
have there. It may turn out that 
these things are totally inert,” 
FBI Deputy Director Floyd 
Clarke told reporters at the Jus- 
tice Department. . 

“Until the area has been 
cleared, ft has been rendered safe 
and (the devices) have been 
taken apart and examined. To try 
to speculate on how sophisticated 
it may be or its explosive capabil- 
ity would just be sheer guess 
work,” he said. 


Global warming conference 
seeks accord on new strategy 

WASHINGTON (R) — Dele- opportunity to structure an im~ The co-slOw aoproai 


WASHINGTON (R) — Dele- 
ft 0 ® 130 nations have began , 
negotiations on a new interna- 
tional agreement they' hope will 
limit greenhouse effect gas emis- 
sions and avert a potentially dis- 
astrous warming of the Earth’s 
climate. 

The delegates hope to agree on 
the scientific and economic re- 
search still needed to gauge the 
impact of global warming as well 
as to negotiate a plan for interna- 
tional action based on scientists’ 
current understanding of fee 
problem. 

The delegates’ goal is to com- 
plete the plan in time for it to be 
signed at the U.N. conference on 
fee environment and develop- 
ment scheduled for 1992 in Bra- 
zil. 

This initial drafting session, 
which continues through Feb. 14, 
was convened by fee United Na- 
tions- . 

The United States take fee 
challenge of global stewardship- 
veiy seriously and believes feat 
these negotiations offer the 


opportunity to structure an im- 
portant vehicle for cooperation 
toward feat end,” President 
George Bush said in a letter to 
delegates distributed at fee con- 
ference’s opening session. 

Despite years of intense con- 
cern about fee world, the global 
warming problem remains poorly 
understood by scientists. - . 

Some predict a warming of 
snffidrz* magnitude to kill off 
many spe ties of plants and anim- 
als, meli the polar icecaps and 
flood many of the world’s largest 
cities. 

Others see the higher, tempera- 
tures - and greater concentrations 
of. carbon dioxide in fee atmos- 
phere as a boon to farmers with 
little harm to the environment. 

In past conferences on global 
dks&te -change, the United States 
— along wife Japan and fee 
Soviet Union, among others — 
has pressed for additional re- 
search and resisted any manda- 
tory global action plan to heatioff 
a warming trend. 


The go-slow approach has 
prompted some dose allies to 

charge that the United States was 
stalling on fee issue. 

U.S. officials have argued that 
too little is known to act at this 
time and that a plan that was 
poorly thought out could harm 
world economic growth while 
providing little benefit : , 

In his letter to delegates, Bush 
said the United States had 
already adopted a plan that 
would, by. fee year 2000, reduce 
U.S. greenhouse effect gas emis^ 
sions to their 1987 levels. ; 

The plan cited congressional 
approval last year of a new dean 
air law and Bush’s goal of plant- 
ing a billion trees across the 
country to breathe in carbon 
dioxide • — - one of the greenhouse 
gases thought to trap heat in the 

'fy 

But Michael Deiand, chairman • 
of the : president’s; Cdundl ':;.qh ' 
Environmental Quafity, said the 
United States plan would com- 
bine bofe researtfe and action. 


Rafsanjanl 

tetter dea 1 

forworn®® 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashsnti Rafean- 
jani appealed Monday for greater 
freedom for Muslim women, 
saying they were hemmed in by 
“prejudice and wrong tradition. 
“It is not merely fee corrupt 
Western symbols in society which 
are dangerous for women but 
what really annoys them today is 
the absence of complete possibili- 
ties for their participation in so- 
cial scenes due to prejudices and 
wrong traditions,” he told the 
opening of a Tehran seminar on 
the proper role an dress for 
women. “While avoiding any ex- 
tremes, we must have a rational 
attitude towards women’s pre- 
sence in society,” the Iranian 
News Agency (XRNA) quoted 
him as saying. “Do not think 
rlfoging to (wrong) traditions is in 
the interest of society. Women 
still find it difficult to obtain 
many social positions,” he said, . 
adding that most women wanted 
to work in the arts and it was 
dangerous to close this field to 
them. “Their presence should be 
such that the 'world can witness 
examples of Islamic arts and 
women’s proper presence in this 
arena.” 

Dutch seise 
700 kg of .cocaine 

ROTTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
police made their second-biggest 
seizure of cocaine when 700 kilo- 
grams of the drag was found 
suspended in barrels of tar, a 
police spokesman said. The 
cocaine, with an estimated street 
value of more than $42 million, 
arrived on a cargo ship from 
Trinidad. Police trailed it to a 
barn in the countryside and 
arrested eight men who came to 
unpack fee barrels. “Tar is cheap 
here ... we became suspicions 
when we saw a lot being shipped 
here,” said police spokesman 
Otto beaujon. Dutch police 
scored their biggest cocaine sei- 
zure last year when smugglers 
tried to conceal 2,100 kilograms 
of the drag in barrels of fruit 
juice. Dutch authorities believe 
drag traffickers are targetting the 
Netherlands as a main entry port 
for tiurope. //■*' • 

Gold smuggler 
nabbed after feud 
with girlfriend - • 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Doctors 
examining fee X-ray of a man 
shot by his jilted fiancee found 
eight gold pieces he had swal- 
lowed in a smuggling bid, news- 
papers reported. Taranjit Singh 
was arrested on smuggling 
charges while still in the hospital, 
the Hindustan Times said. His 
fiancee, Satinder Kaur, who 
turned the gun on herself after- 
shooting Singh, is in the same 
hospital. She faces charges of 
attempted murder, the newspap- 1 
er said. Singh, 22, allegedly swal- 
lowed the gold while on a holiday 
in Hong Kong, the newspaper 
said. He visited Ms. Kaur, 18, 
and told her their engagement 
was off because his family was 
opposed to the marriage. She 
.pulled out a revolver, shot him in 
the chest and then shot herself. 
The two were taken to a hospital,, 
where doctors took an X-ray of 
Singh and discovered the gold. It 
was removed after an operation. 
Gold prices in India are about 
one-third more than international 
prices. Prices have risen more in ? 
recent weeks because of the Gulf 
war. Most gold brought into India 
is purchased in Dubai or other 
cities in the Gulf. • 


can resist rape’ 

SINGAPORE - — More than half 
of Singapore’s police think a heal- 
thy woman can resist rape if she 
really tries, according to a study 
published in a local newspaper. 
The_ study by fee National Uni- 
versity, of Singapore, published in 
the Sunday Times, said 57 per 
cent of the police force thought 
fee extent of a woman’s resist- 
ance should be the major factor in 
determining whether a rape has 
occurred. Just under half said a 
.woman who goes out at night 
alone puts herself in a position to 
be raped and more than 11 per 
cent said it would do some 
women good to be raped. Police 
figures show there were 112 rapes 
in Singapore in 1990, up from 100 
fee year before. More than one- 
third of these cases were calssified 
as “doubtful”. The university 
study included lawyers, doctors 
social workers and psychologists! 
It said 22 per cent of lawyers 27 
per cent of doctors and" 19 W 
cenL of social workers and 
psychologists in Singapore be- 
heved women could resist rape if 

Jeymed.Neariy67per£?of 

fee doctors surveyed agreed feat 
a woman who goes om at 










